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Those words from Psalm 24:9-10 
are the Scripture arms that will hold 
us up as we gather in St. Louis this 
July for our Annual Conference.
We are going to lift up and worship 
the King of Glory. We will learn and 
discover ways to live out the Gos-
pel at Conference and at home. We 
will hear stories of agencies and 
places we support as the ICCC. The 
preaching and Bible Study will be 
inspiring and fruitful. The time spent 
with old friend and new ones will be 
a blessing to us all.

I am so excited for you to come to 
St. Louis because I know a great 
blessing awaits. Your Planning 
Committee has prepared the 
way. I encourage to look up our 
ICCC website, it is covered with 
information and answers to your 
questions about Annual Confer-
ence.

The Gate is open – come on in.

See you in St. Louis,
Harry Foockle
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President’s Message
Gaslighting and the Rabshekeh: 
Mixing Oranges, Apples and 
Hope!!
Rev. Dr. William H. Samuels  
(Rev. Bill)
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Ever since childhood I have been fas-
cinated by the vernal equinox and the 
meaning of coming Spring.  In Chicago, 
winters can be very severe with below 
zero temperatures and enough snowfall 
to shut down the city at least four times in 
a season.  March, my elementary school 
teachers taught me, “comes in like a lion 
and goes out like a lamb.”  St. Patrick’s 
Day, part of this wonderful transforma-
tion from darkness and cold to light and 
warmth was a holiday symbol of spring-
time.  Within the symbol was an ethnic 
tribute to Ireland and all of its new-found 
countrymen. Included in this yearly ha-
ven of the Irish was one of highlights of 
March wherein the Chicago River turns 
green and four- leaf clovers abound, lep-
rechauns are seen and the whole world 
seems to trace their ancestry to Ire-
land. These are some of the symbols of 
March, the Irish and the St. Patrick story. 

Now this inclusive celebration was my 
first introduction to a “cross cultural” in-
teraction in which I was invited to wear 
green, watch parades and witness for-
eign dances and perhaps observe the 
sharing of strong drink.  During this time, 
I watched the days growing longer and 
the temperature moderating, the trees 
beginning to show signs of life and a 
general sense of well-being.  Every new 
April it was going to be the Cubs’ year, 

we all thought, and the streets needed 
now obvious repair, for at last, spring 
had sprung—somewhere around the 
21st of March.

Now comes the “Easter” season which 
had become somewhat of a mystery to 
me in my teen years.  All the other holi-
days had dates (Christmas is always 
the 25th of December)—not Easter—it 
had a day—always Sunday. There have 
been March celebrations and April cel-
ebrations beginning as early as the 23rd 
of March until late April. Why did this hol-
iday move like that?   And, by the way, 
What was Easter all about anyway?        

By now I understood that holidays had 
historical and maybe mythical origins, 
but Resurrection Sunday (what I call 
the holiday now because of historical 
and spiritual development) had many 
questions to be answered.  I yearned for 
the connections between the symbols 
of the crucifixion—the cross, the resur-
rection—the empty grave-- to some-
how attach themselves to colored eggs, 
rabbits and jelly beans.  Why was Fri-
day “Good?”  Why was Wednesday for 
ashes?  Why Palms the week before the 
sacred Sunday?  Why were the money 
lenders whipped out of the temple by 
Jesus or why is a fig tree important?  
Why did the “Last Supper” have mean-
ing enough to be the subject of sever-
al famous paintings?       Scholar Paul 
Ricoeur addresses the idea in the “Sym-
bolism of Evil” that evil shows itself as 
defilement, sin and guilt—represented 
by a spot, a stain, or a swerve, --or as 
something which can be washed, bur-
ied, or straightened.  What, then, are 
the symbols of salvation?  How can a 
season which features fasting, penance, 
penitence and repentance be repre-
sented?    Well, the answer is certainly 

vicarious atonement.  Now atonement 
has several modes of historical expres-
sions in Jewish, Islamic and Christian 
faith. Christianity, however, centers its 
theology of the season around the days 
of the crucifixion and the resurrection.  
There is the Classical Theory of Atone-
ment, The Christus Victor theory and 
the Ransom theory of atonement (See 
St. Anselm, Gustav Aulen, etc.).  Each 
theory, more or less, gives the reason for 
“Good Friday” and how the Resurrection 
and return of Jesus fit into the idea of 
Christ’s victory over the powers of evil 
which held dominion over humankind. 
Around these theories of Atonement, 
you will find Christ died for our sins—Je-
sus paid it all or Christ is the Victor over 
evil and sin.

At our church in Chicago, we make 
the Jewish celebration of the Passover 
(Maundy Thursday) come alive with our 
celebration of the Haggadah and the 
eating of the Seder meal.  This exercise 
of storytelling gives us a better view of 
the Passover story and makes more 
sense than the jelly beans—though we 
still enjoy the “Easter Baskets.”

Finally, the season wouldn’t be complete 
without my explanation of the placement 
of Resurrection Sunday on the calendar.  
The Jewish calendar is a 13-month lunar 
calendar as opposed to our 12- month 
calendar.  The first month of the Jew-
ish year is Nissan—the month of the 
Passover.  The key to keeping up with 
the “holiday in motion” is keeping up with 
the vernal equinox and understanding 
the 13-month lunar calendar.  Here we 
go—Easter is the first Sunday, after the 
first full moon, after the vernal equinox.  
Now is that clear?

Enjoy the coming of spring and its tre-
mendous symbols of the return of life.

President’s Message
The Symbolism of  
Salvation:  
The “Easter” Season
Rev. Dr. William H. Samuels  
(Rev. Bill)

As a sport’s fan, this is a unique time of year for me. Basketball 
is in the doldrums—fantastic shooting, dunks and super 
teams have led to a special kind of boredom that only the 
NFL all-star game can match.  The Philadelphia victory in the 
Superbowl has convinced me of the greatness of the Patriots 
as a team.  Even though January has replaced December 
as the month of winter excitement because of the football 
play-offs, the ground hog has announced 6 more weeks of 
dark and cold.  March madness really occurs in April and 
the boys of summer are in Florida and Arizona reminding 
me of that old phrase “a watched pot never boils.”  Come on 
summertime!!

What shall we do in this time of sports and weather 
transition?  We can unpack some of stories of the Biblical 
tradition and apply some hermeneutic techniques while we 
await the change of the season.  If, indeed, the Bible has 
hidden within it the mysteries of life—let us take some time 
to explore why the Lord is called the Mysterium Tremendum  
(the tremendous mystery) by some scholars.

The old world Assyrian army reminds me of the Patriots of 
New England.   Listen to what their field commander—or their 
“rabshekeh” had to say concerning their repeated victories:

Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, 
let not thy God, in whom thou trustest, deceive thee, 
saying Jerusalem shall not be given unto the hand of 
the king of Assryria.
 ...................................................................................                            
Have the gods of the nations delivered them which 
my fathers have destroyed , as Gozan and Haran 
and Rezeph, and the children of Eden which were in 
Telasar? Where is the king of  Hamath,and the king of 
Arphad, and the king of the city of Sepharviam, Hena 
and Ivah?   (Isaiah 37)  

If the Bible is oranges and sports are apples then we have 
half succeeded.  If you call Tom Brady the rabskekeh and Bill 
Belichick “Sennacherib,” you are beginning to get the point.  
These “winners” serve a purpose.  Their awesome record 
leads to a certain kind of “brainwashing.”

This kind of brainwashing suggests a certain kind of 
hopelessness.  Taken from a 1944 movie, this kind of mental 
game plants the seed that the world around you is unstable 
and what you are experiencing is your own insanity.  It is the 
“rabshekeh’s” job to convince you that you have nonchance 
in this world and to think any different is to “ be out of your 
mind.”   It is called “gaslighting.”  

The lingering escape mechanism from the rabshekeh  is the 
voice of something called hope.  The Bible tells us sin, when 
it is finished, bringeth forth death. (James 1: 15)  Hope on the 
other hand, when it is finished, brings forth fulfillment.   

How important is it to Philadelphia to have won despite the 
boasts of the Las Vegas rabshekeh? How important is it for 
our country to continue to hope despite the attacks on truth? 
And, as for the Chicago Bears—Wait til next year!!
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the beginning of the end of racism for 
the United States. And then follow up, 
beginning with the Council’s “AGAPE” 
program that brings people of different 
backgrounds together to start building 
relationships that last. If you cannot 
travel to DC, hold your own rally locally!

> Start talking with the pastor of the 
independent church down the street 
about getting involved in an inter-racial, 
inter-cultural, international fellowship 
that extends that church’s ministry and 
strengthens its fellowship. And then talk 
with the next pastor at the next church, 
and keep on reaching out. Don’t fear 
rejection; Jesus was rejected too. Stay 
faithful, keep talking, welcome those 
who respond, and celebrate each 
individual victory in the effort to build 
the witness. 

> Speak out without ceasing in favor of 
justice, reconciliation and Christian 
unity, and don’t let the haters and the 
bigots win the day because you are 
silent. And then keep talking to children 
and youth; to adults of all ages; to 
anybody and everybody whether they 
listen or not – because your message is 
of God and the world desperately needs 
to hear it.

None of this will be easy. We of the Council 
are few. We know that. We always have 
been few and we always will be, because 
that’s the nature of salt and leaven. And we 
of the Council will experience our times of 
crucifixion, because ours is the way of the 
cross. But ours is also the way of the empty 
tomb. I believe that God will grant a miracle 
of grace if we move forward with courage. 
The news around us may be dismal, but 
we are headed toward resurrection. 

Will you accept the challenge?

Has my recent experience been yours as 
well? All around me, people have been 
immersed in sorrow. I’ve been told by some 
that “death is in the air,” and in so doing 
they have pointed to events in the secular 
realm, reports about Christian institutions 
and communions, and what seems to be 
a ceaseless round of bad news about the 
health and personal situations of so many 
of their acquaintances and loved ones. For 
all too many, this year’s Lenten season of 
spiritual discipline has turned into a time 
of soul-searing depression.

Taken objectively, much of the news 
looks bad. Choose your statistic, and the 
trend-line is negative. Select your topic 
of concentration and the headlines are 
enough to make even the most jaded 
shudder. It’s enough to make one wonder 
if we are passing through those infernal 
gates upon whose lintel is inscribed (ala 
Dante’s “Inferno”) “All hope abandon, ye 
who enter here.”

The response from the Pollyanna crew will 
be, as it always is, “it really isn’t all that 
bad.” But the truth is: it really is that bad. It 
always is. It always has been. This world is 
not God’s realm - not yet. At the moment, 
this world is the realm of the principalities 
and powers. If you don’t believe me in that 
regard, look to the witness of scripture. The 
accounts of Jesus’ passion and crucifixion 
are not there to pander to some sort of 
voyeuristic need to look at violence. They 
exist to remind us (among other things) 
that evil is real; that even well-intentioned 
people can do horrible things; and that 
institutions and power structures are prone 
to serve their own selfish interests rather 
than the needs of the humble.

So what should be our response to all this? 
Disgust? Despair? Defeat? That could 
easily be the path we take, and it is the 
direction in which many find themselves 
going. But there is an alternative.

In 1950 the racial atmosphere in the 
United States of America was poisonous. 
Segregation was a fact of life. The benefits 
of the much-vaunted GI Bill of Rights 
were being denied to Afro-American 
veterans of World War II on a routine 
basis. Cultural pressures to keep black 
and white Christians apart were nearly 
overwhelming. It took a miracle of grace 
and an act of amazing courage for two 
fellowships of churches and church 
workers of different races to merge into 
one united body. Every prediction of the 
time was that the new communion would 
dissolve forthwith. And yet the International 
Council of Community Churches has 
endured, and our witness has been 
transformative.

So now the news is bad. Things look 
bleak on the stages of culture, of race, of 
religion and, yes, of politics. Division is the 
byword and conflict is the catch phrase. 
Many cannot see their way forward and 
are withdrawing behind their self-erected 
battlements, waiting only for one version 
or another of Armageddon.

I believe that our response should be – 
must be – a call to justice, to reconciliation 
and to Christian unity. We who are God’s 
people are not captives of culture, unless 
we allow ourselves to be. It’s time for a 
new awakening to the call and summons 
of God’s beloved community which is the 
kingdom that Jesus proclaimed. It’s time 
for us to stop complaining and whining 
about decline and decay, and instead 
to proclaim that eternal kingdom that is 
among us and ahead of us. And it is time 
for us to do something for that kingdom in 
addition to just talking about it.

So here’s the challenge: your challenge if 
you will make it yours. 

> Show up in Washington DC at the 
April 4 rally that will proclaim in faith 

Headed Toward Resurrection
Don Ashmall
Council Minister, Emeritus 
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Submitted by Harry Foockle

Annual Conference Workshops 
"The Ten Questions Every Church Must Answer"

It's important for every church to keep the main thing the main thing.  This workshop, led by Rev. 
Bruce Jones will guide participants through ten foundational questions designed to help pastors and 
church leaders reshape their congregations for mission and growth.   

Bruce Jones is Organizing Pastor and Co-Creator of Imagine Church, a new ecumenical church 
start in South Charlotte, North Carolina.  Bruce is also an ICCC Regional Trustee.  He is passionate 
about congregational development, evangelism and church growth, and has led churches in college, 
university and suburban settings in both United Methodist and interdenominational traditions.  Holding 
degrees from High Point University and the Duke University Divinity School, Bruce and his wife Tyra 
reside in the Charlotte area and have three children and three grandchildren.  

“The Challenges and Opportunities of International Development in Rural, Marginalized 
Communities.”

World Neighbors President and CEO, Kate Schecter, will talk about her organization’s vision to create 
programs that would address the root causes of poverty throughout the world. These programs 
acknowledge the dignity and potential of each community member.  WN’s work is community based 
and community driven, using existing resources as the foundation of development.

Kate Schecter, Ph.D., joined World Neighbors as the President and CEO in June of 2014.  World 
Neighbors is a 66 year old international development organization that works with rural isolated 
communities to help find solutions to permanently lift these communities out of poverty.  Dr. Schecter 
is responsible for managing World Neighbors’ programs and operations in 13 countries in Asia, Africa, 
Latin America, and the Caribbean.  

“Fulfilling the Great Commission using Technology and Social Media”

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. (Matthew 28:18-20)

With the advancements in technology and social media, we are now more connected with the world 
than we have been at any time before. We can create one message that can be disseminated 
across the globe with the click of a button. However, many religious communities are struggling to 
determine how to utilize these advancements to promote the gospel and their ministries. During this 
workshop, LaKesha will not only answer any questions that you have about effective web design, 
email marketing, and social media platforms but she will also help you to develop a plan of action 
that can be utilized when you return to your local church.

This workshop is led by LaKesha Womack, the owner and lead consultant at Womack Consulting Group, a firm that provides 
business development, brand management, not for profit organization, strategic planning, and political strategy for individuals, 
religious organizations, not for profits, and small business owners. She is also a member of the Forbes Coaches Council as a 
leadership and social media thought leader and contributor to Forbes.com.   LaKesha is the author of eight books – My Money 
Matters for Kids, Teens, and Adults, Building a Brand without Spending a Bundle, Success Secrets for the Young and Fabulous 
and Is She the ONE, When All Hell Breaks Loose: Survival Tips from My Christian Journey, and #CommonSense Campaigning. 

Bruce Jones

Kate Schecter

LaKesha Womack
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SUPPER CLUB 
Tuesday, July 17, 2018                                                                                                     

5:30 p.m.
Experience our authentic Italian cuisine, specializing in signature pastas, hand-cut steaks and fresh seafood as well 
as excellent chicken dishes, served in an upscale atmosphere. Located downtown by Union Station. Visit www.lom-
bardosrestaurant.com for restaurant information.   Below are the menu choices for this optional event.

Submit payment to the Council Office by June 30, 2018.   

If paying by check: make check payable to: 
International Council of Community Churches (ICCC) 
If paying by credit card:  circle one:         
VISA        MASTERCARD         AMEX            DISCOVER        

Account Number  
on Card: ____________________________________________________

Exp. Date:_________________________

Print name as it appears 
on card: ____________________________________________________

Signature ___________________________________________________

CVV:______________________

ICCC, 21116 Washington Pkwy, Frankfort, IL  60423
 815/464-5690 • Fax: 815/464-5692 • iccc60423@sbcglobal.net

Choice 1:  Baked Lasagna $24.00
Lasagna noodles layered with meat sauce, ricotta and provolone cheeses.

Choice 2: Vegetable Lasagna $24.00
Broccoli, cauliflower and carrots layered with lasagna noodles with marinara sauce.

Choice 3:     Rigatoni Trattoria $26.50
Sautéed Italian sausage with mushrooms and onions in a marinara and cream sauce blend.

Choice 4: Chicken Parmigiano $29
Breaded and grilled chicken breast topped with marinara and melted provolone cheese.  Served 
with pasta in a marinara sauce.

Choice 5: Seafood Risotto  $41
Lobster, scallops and shrimp on a bed of house made risotto.

Each choice includes the Lombardo’s House Salad, Bread & Butter, Coffee, Iced or Hot Tea, Vanilla Ice Cream 
or Orange Sherbet, tax and gratuity.  Alcoholic beverages are available, billed separately, individually.

Circle your choice.

you can now reserve and 
pay for optional conference 

meals on our website!  
Visit www.icccnow.org for 

this and all conference 
details.  Or simply scan the 
QR with your smart phone 

and reserve now!

NEW!
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ICCC Endowment Fund 
Status As of  

January 5, 2018
Gifts Goal by 30 June ‘18: ........................................... $15,000
Gifts since 7/01/17: ......................................................... $7,181
Help us meet our goal, need: ........................................ $7,819
Total Endowment Gifts to 
ICCC since inception:................................................... $46,373
Current Fund Assets:.................................................. $322,158
Current Investment Mix: 50%.stocks,.47%.bonds,.3%.Cash

A Note from the WCF
Submitted by Carol Nichols

cs83nick@aol.com

Hello ICCC members,

On Saturday, February 3, 2018, I  along 
with Carolyn Ford attended a memorial 
service for Past President,  Rev. Dr. 
Richard Griffith.  The service was a 
wonderful celebration of life for Rev. 
Griffith.  We were met by Rev. Ashmall 
and his lovely wife, Peggy. 

Ladies, remember that the WCF is 
planning for a very nice Prayer breakfast.   I must remind you 
that any and all recommendations for the meetings and the Prayer 
breakfast will be thoroughly entertained.   It is not too late to join in 
the planning, or to participate in the programming. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, remember the success of the Bazaar 
is dependent upon us.  Also, remember that we are collecting 
gift cards for our Shoe box ministry.  The organization will be 
announced as soon as we have it confirmed.

To those of us not only in the Mid-East but throughout the country, 
remember: Spring will arrive sooner or later!   God Bless you 
one and all.

The ICCC has purchased a limited amount of tickets  
for the Cardinals vs. Reds  baseball game on 
Sunday, July 15, 2018 at 1:15 p.m. 

If you are interested in purchasing tickets, complete this 
form and return it to the Council Office with payment.

2018 BASEBALL TICKET RESERVATION FORM

Name:  __________________________________________________

Phone#  _________________________________________________

Please reserve __________ tickets at $25.00 ea. for the 07/15/18 game.
 
Total Enclosed $_____________

If paying by check: make check payable to:  
International Council of Community Churches (ICCC) 

If paying by credit card: q VISA       q MASTERCARD     
 q AMERICAN EXPRESS        q  DISCOVER
     
Account Number  
on Card: _________________________________________________

Expiration Date:__________________  CVV: ____________________

Print name as it  
appears on card: __________________________________________

Signature: _______________________________________________

Mail this form with your payment to:  
ICCC, 21116 Washington Pkwy, Frankfort, IL 60423

There is a VERY LIMITED supply of tickets available, so 
please purchase your tickets early

VS.

Preached any good sermons lately?   “The 
Inclusive Pulpit” – an annual publication of the 
International Council of Community Churches – 
would love to hear from you and publish your 
sermon in our upcoming edition.   

Challenged by a good sermon?   “The In-
clusive Pulpit” would love for you to recruit the 
preacher to submit that wonderful sermon for 
publication in our upcoming edition. 

Inspired by any good reflections, poems or worship material? 
“The Inclusive Pulpit” welcomes those submissions as well.  

Seasoned pastors, senior saints, new pastors, seminarians, youth 
group leaders?   Help us celebrate the working of the Holy Spirit 
in the many ministries of the ICCC. Send your submissions to 
ICCC60423@sbcglobal.net by April 30, 2018.

2018 Inclusive Pulpit  
Submissions Welcome!

Submitted by David Dismas, 2017 co-editor
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Sharing Joys:
• Antioch Community Church, Harry Foockle Senior 

Pastor, Kansas City, MO reports that in 2017, their 
Outreach Committee financially supported 34 different 
organizations in their area and around the world, awarded 
18 scholarships to college students, provided 276 back 
snacks, among MUCH more!  Please visit our website for 
the whole story, and other ICCC Mission stories.  http://
www.icccnow.org/iccc-outreach-missions/

• Norris Religious Fellowship, Karen Neely, Senior 
Pastor, Norris, TN, shares their support of the Good 
Neighbors Christmas Basket and Toys Project.  The food 
drive involved 4 middle schools collecting over 5500lbs of 
food!  Then many of those students and parents packed 
over 120 baskets of food, delivered to area residents in 
need.  For their full story, please visit http://www.icccnow.
org/iccc-outreach-missions/.

• After much prayer and thought, ICCC Central Zone 
Area Coordinator Barbara Ratliff (Commonwealth 
Community Church, IL, Rev. Dr. William H. 
Samuels, Senior Pastor) has resigned from that 
position.  She has been the area coordinator for over 
40 years and feels it’s time for someone “with a younger 
mind” to step in.  Thank you for serving the ICCC!

• B. Herbert Martin, Progressive Community Church, 
IL, has announced he will retire as PCC’s Senior Pastor 
on December 31, 2018, after 36 years of faithful service!  
He will redirect his service to Oyeadzeyie Estates 
Transatlantic Truth, Healing, Forgiveness, Reconciliation 
and Development, Inc, located on 40 acres of ocean 
front property 209 km south of Elmina, Ghana, West 
Africa, intending to engage the local community and the 
nation in a socio-economic and psycho-spiritual healing 
where disputes, problems, quarrels and enmith will be 
transformed into a spirit of peace and harmony.  

• In South Africa there is a 
church called Independent 
African Orthodox, whose 
Apostolic Succession is 
derived from Christian 
Catholic Rite of Commu-
nity Churches, Ottawa, 
Canada, first bishop Rene 
Vilatte.  Dr. Marily and Sr. 
Leona, over 20 years ago, 
with late Dr. John Rossner, began a mission there, work-
ing with seven agencies which are involved with the care 
of handicapped abused children and adolescents.  They 
provide food, shelter, clothes and funds to make their lives 
more pleasurable.  “We are pleased to serve these souls 
who are here on earth to remind us of the opportunity to 
be of service to humanity.”  Dr. Marilyn Rossner and Sr. 
Leona Hartman, pictured doing their yearly missionary 
work in South Africa.

• Chapel By The Sea, Clearwater Beach, FL, Rhonda 
Blevins, Senior Pastor, held their 9th Annual Beachwalk 
benefiting Religious Community Services on January 
27th.  273 people registered, with an additional 30+ 
volunteering.  From this walk launched both a morning 
and evening walking club, connecting the dots between 
faith, community and good health.  

 

 

• Speaking of Chapel By The Sea……. During the church’s 
January Annual Meeting, their board honored Former 
Senior Pastor Herb Freitag, by naming him Pastor 
Emeritus, which earned him his own designated parking 
space!  The church also named the education wing of 
the church the Lorraine and Herbert Freitag Annex.  “The 
Chapel means so much to both of us and we are thrilled to 
be able to continue to be active in the life of this marvelous 
congregation.” ~Herb Freitag

• Congratulations to Bill Schnell, who retired on Feb 13th, 
on his 65th birthday after 22 years of serving as Senior 
Pastor at the Church in Aurora, OH.  

• Bishop Serge Theriault, Christian Catholic Rite of 
Community Churches, Ottawa Canada has shared that 

at the World Religion Day in Gatineau, January 21st, 
a tribute to his late wife, Diane was made.  Diane 

never missed a WRD, and is remembered for her 
smile, enthusiasm, open mind, readiness to contribute 
to the program and her loving kindness.  A prayer was 

dedicated to her as they honored her.
 

Our prayers are with:
• Rev. Rebecca Sommers-Petersen, associated with 

Saint Nicholas Ministries, Inc., Framingham, MA, 
David Dismas, Senior Clergy.  Rebecca’s mother, Nancy 
Watkins Sommers passed away January 13, in Winston-
Salem, NC.  She leaves her husband, three daughters 
and many grandchildren and great-granchildren.

• Nan Griffith and family, with the passing of her husband, 
Dick Griffith.  Dick was the Immediate Past President 
of the ICCC where he held many leadership positions 
throughout his membership.  Dick passed away January 
26th.

• Sandy Singley, Tellico Village Community Church, 
TN, where her husband, Marty Singley, retired as Senior 
Pastor.  Sandy has been diagnosed with stomach cancer 
and is undergoing treatment.  Please pray for Sandy’s 
strength as she takes on this new challenge, and for her 
family, as they support her.

• Brenda Swanson, as she shares that her husband, 
Rev. Dr. Claude Swanson passed away February 4th.  
Services were held at Craig Memorial Community 
Church, Chapel Oaks, MD, where Claude formerly 
served as pastor.  He also served as an ICCC Regional 
trustee, and held other ICCC leadership roles throughout 
his membership.

• Chaplain Wendy Childress.  We recently shared that she 
was stationed overseas, but has returned to the United 
States, after suffering an injury and will be in rehab until 
July, then re-evaluated.  She is currently in Tacoma, WA 
and asks for your prayers while awaiting for God’s next 
assignment. 

• Rev. Dr. Harvey Carr, who retired as Senior Pastor at 
Christ Church of Peace, Jacksonville, FL.  Harvey has 
had serious heart surgery and once recovered will undergo 
carotid surgery.  Please keep Harvey in your prayers. 
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Seeking a Music 
Director

Seeking Full-Time Pastor
Founded in 1973, People’s Community Church (PCC) 
is a non-denominational church located in Berea, Ohio, 
approximately 25 miles south west of Cleveland, Ohio.  We 
are blessed to be a diverse, all-inclusive, and family oriented 
church with an active membership of approximately 100.  
PCC is an active affiliate of the International Council of 
Community Churches and Ohio Fellowship of Community 
Churches. 

The qualified candidate shall:  Be an ordained and licensed 
minister; Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ and to teach 
the Holy Bible; Be an empowering educator with strong 
skills in discipleship, homiletics, stewardship, pastoral care 
and community building; Demonstrate godly character 
and integrity; Share our church’s vision of equipping 
Christians in the mission of Christ; Have a minimum of a 
bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university; 
Have attended an accredited seminary (seminary degree 
preferred); Have a minimum 3 years of experience in 
preaching and church leadership; Have experience working 
with church leadership teams and church employees; 
Demonstrate excellent verbal, written, and presentation 
skills; Demonstrate excellent leadership, organizational, 
strategic planning and time management skills.

Job Description: Pastor will be responsible for preaching, 
teaching, conducting funerals and special worship services 
and programs; Oversees pastoral care to sick and shut in 
and to those in personal crisis through visitation, counseling 
and prayer; Administers the ordinances of the Lord’s 
Supper and Baptism; Officiates weddings as agreed upon 
with couples as defined by Holy Scripture; Coordinates 
and leads church business meetings; Adheres to PCC 
Bylaws and Constitution; Maintains affiliation and supports 
of International Council of Community Churches and Ohio 
Fellowship of Community Churches; Actively engages in 
community sponsored events; Other duties as required

If you have been led by the Holy Spirit to seek the position as 
Pastor of People’s Community Church, please submit your 
cover letter and resume to peoplescommunitychurch631@
gmail.com . 

Candidates may also learn more about our church and its 
ministries via our Facebook page.  You can also download 
our church app: the echurch’s app, PeoplesCC, at the Apple 
or Google Play stores.  

Final candidates will be subject to a background check 
and drug test.

Norris Religious Fellowship (Norris, TN) 
is seeking a Music Director. Salaried, 
part-time position. The Music Director works i n 
initiating programs, rehearsals, special 
music, etc.; provides piano and/or organ 
accompaniment for the hymns. Ability to lead 
a choir and congregation, directing and inspiring others 
through a ministry of music. Excellent vocal skills a 
plus. Please provide a resume and cover letter along 
with recording demonstrating your skill set via audio 
CD, DVD, or link to digital materials online (YouTube, 
Vimeo, professional website). Submit via email to  

Seeking a Senior Minister
Historic non-denominational community Christian church 
in northeast Ohio seeks a full-time Senior Minister. Estab-
lished in 1809, The Church in Aurora (www.tcia.cc) has an 
engaged congregation, four full-time staff including Associ-
ate Minister, and part-time staff that helps administer vibrant 
CE, youth and music programs. Church activities include 
Women’s Guild, Stephen Ministries, Work Camp and Bible 
studies. Founded in 1799, Aurora is part of the historic West-
ern Reserve and equidistant from Cleveland and Akron. In-
terested candidates should submit cover letter, resume and 
statement of faith to SearchCommittee@tcia.cc. 

National Council of Churches 
to Support an End to Racism

On the 50th anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s assassination, the National Council 
of Churches invites you to join the NCC on 
the National Mall, where many will commit 
to finish the work of dismantling racism in 
Criminal Justice, Education, Jobs, Health Care, Voting 
Rights, Environmental Justice, etc.  Tuesday, evening, 
April 3rd, there will be a service of worship in the Orthodox 
tradition, and Wednesday, April 4th will be a Rally on the 
National Mall 7am-4pm, followed by Thursday’s Day of 
Action in the Nation’s Capital.  Visit rally2endracism.org 
for details.  #rally2endracism


