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Reunion 2016: Coming Together in Jesus
by Harry Foockle

Vice-President of Planning

 
Reunion 2016 in Louisville the 11th through the 14th of July at the Galt 
House Hotel. Will you be there or are you still debating within yourself to 
go or not to go? Maybe this will help: It is an e-mail I received from one 
of our Conference youth who has attended several Annual Conference 
sessions.

“I really enjoy attending the ICCC Annual Conference for a number of 
reasons. First of all, I like the opportunity to meet and get to know new 
people from all over our country. Not only do I make great new friends, but 
also get reacquainted with many wonderful, old friends from years past.

Then too, we enjoy helping and serving others through the service projects 
we do. I think, many times, we get more out of the project than the people 
we’re helping. Getting involved with local groups we’re helping gives us a 
different perspective of the community we’re visiting, and an appreciation 
for the blessings we have, that others may not. You cannot understand 
how great it feels to be the hands and face of Jesus to others who need 
to know His love, until you’ve done something like this.

And of course the highlight of the conference for me (and for many others who attend) is the 
worship service we present on Thursday morning. We hope the service is meaningful and 
inspiring to those who attend, but thinking about it while we plan and prepare for it is always 
most meaningful for me.

So I’m looking forward to another great conference. I plan on having fun, meeting friends, 
having fun, helping and serving others, having fun, worshipping God, and having fun! See you 
there.”

Enough said. Paul and I will see you in Louisville.

The ICCC Has A New Website!!
www.ICCCNOW.org åå

Harry Foockle

Paul Brown
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Mission Statement
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Functional Forgivness
- 1 Betrayal -

 

(I have just two messages left to share in 
this column.  Therefore, I will attempt to 
articulate something toward which many 
of us still strive – forgiveness.  God’s for-
giveness for all of us all is absolute; our 
forgiveness of others, though difficult, can 
be “functional.”)

A woman came up to her pastor, fran-
tic, angry, and grieving.  “My husband is 
cheating on me!  I can prove it!  He put 
the motel charges on our credit card and 
I paid it every month!  How could I be so 
stupid? How could he do this to the kids 
and me!?  How can I forgive him?  Jesus 
says to turn the other cheek, and I’ll be 
damned if I’ll do anything like that!”

After a significant time of spouting anger, 
hostility, vitriol, and grief, she asked again, 
“How can I forgive him?  How can I turn the 
other cheek?”  (The fact that God gives us 
only so many cheeks was not a consol-
ing thought at the time, though in human 
terms there seem to be practical limits.)

The reality is that for ALL of us, we have 
experienced terribly traumatic crises, and 
“forgiveness” and “forget about it” doesn’t 
seem realistic.  Yet, as spiritual pilgrims 
striving to act like Christians we are chal-
lenged. (“What Would Jesus Do”; and the 
writer of James said that by his works he 
showed people his faith.)

She (as most of us do in crises) went 
through the “stages of mourning and grief.  
(1) Denial – she had been paying his motel 
bills for a few months, but couldn’t really 
“believe” he was cheating.  Perhaps it was 
a mistake, she thought, but didn’t have the 
courage, initially, to check it out.(2) Anger, 
(3) Bargaining, (4) Depression/Guilt, and, 
finally, (5) Acceptance.  She went through 
all the “stages,” as we all do, each in our 
own way, and finally came to the conclu-
sion that the least unhealthy outcome for 

her family and herself was to dissolve the 
relationship.  

But that did not solve the “forgiveness” 
problem.  How can someone who has 
been betrayed, had her trust violated, 
really forgive the betrayer?  Even after 
she had punished herself over ways she 
“could have been a better wife” and “why 
didn’t I see this sooner?” she needed to 
escape from the emotional and spiritual 
imprisonment that afflicted her.

I believe Functional Forgiveness is the 
key that opens the pathway to functional 
freedom.

Even though we are told to “forgive and 
forget,” and biblical words translated as 
“forgiveness” are rooted in words that 
mean “forget,” that often is not “realistic.”  
For me, “functional forgiveness” implies 
that spiritual “Velcro” is replaced by spir-
itual “Teflon.”  

When we think of the betrayals we may 
have endured, it sticks to us like “Velcro.”  
But hopefully, as time goes on, and spirit-
ual nourishment sustains us, bit by bit, the 
“Velcro” can be replaced by “Teflon,” the 
painful memories and “righteous indigna-
tion” eventually can “slide away.”  We may 
never really totally forget, but, most of the 
time, the memories do not have to be as 
immediate or painful.  

As members of the Church of Jesus 
Christ, personally, professionally, and vo-
cationally, we all have been betrayed, in 
one way or another.  Functional Forgive-
ness can be the key that sets us free, and 
enable us, individually, even within the 
Council, be part of the Providential proc-
ess that can makes all things new, not only 
for us, but for generations to come.

     
With hope and anticipation,

     
  

Rev. Dr. Richard O. Griffith
President’s Message



new thing might be became more clear 
as clergy and laity of varied backgrounds 
and ethnic identities prayed and planned 
together.

First, the new fellowship would be non-
creedal. That was for a good reason. As 
useful as faith statements may be to local 
churches, they have been used too often 
by wider groups to exclude. Afro-Ameri-
can churches and their members knew all 
too well how seemingly innocent require-
ments could prevent some from voting, 
from living in certain areas and all the rest. 
By way of creeds or other mechanisms, 
there would be no artificial gates erected 
to bring some in while keeping others out.

Second, there would be equality among 
congregations. No matter how large or 
small a congregation might be, its vote 
would be counted equally with the votes 
of others. Among other things this would 
prevent at its source the temptation to 
“numbers inflation” while assuring that all 
would be shown dignity and respect.

Third, no matter what kind of committee 
structure the fellowship developed, the 
group of congregations would have abso-
lutely no authority over any of its mem-

Love Children
Don Ashmall
Council Minister 

Where did the International Council of 
Community Churches come from? Most 
of us have heard the story of the found-
ing conference, of the worship service in 
the Rockefeller Chapel at the University 
of Chicago, and of the historic handshake 
between the Revs. Burkhardt and Evans. 
But what was behind all that? How did it 
come about?

In some ways, the formation of the Coun-
cil was inevitable – or at least it should 
have been. Unity has always been at least 
a minor theme in Christian life, beginning 
with Jesus’ prayer in the Garden of Geth-
semane “that they might all be one.” The 
question has been how to make that unity 
a reality.

In the years following World War II, Evans, 
Burkhardt and others prayed deeply and 
thought deeply about Jesus’ prayer for 
unity. They knew the history of attempts 
at reconciliation that never fully succeed-
ed. They were determined that the grow-
ing community church movement would 
reach its full potential. The movement 
should have neither too much nor too little 
coordination and organization; a structure 
that encouraged mutual support and kept 
in safety congregations’ treasured inde-
pendence; and an organizational format 
that could move beyond concentration on 
internal matters to a larger vision of out-
ward mission. 

It also became clear that neither of the 
two existing fellowships of community-
based churches and ministry centers 
was able take on the task of giving en-
ergy and stamina to the movement. Each 
group was unitary in its racial composi-
tion. Each group was constricted to some 
extent by its own history. Something new 
was needed. The outline of what that 

bers. Local independence, authority and 
autonomy would never be threatened.

The result was a fellowship that has no 
authority, no mechanism for enforcing 
conformity, and boundaries that are so 
elastic that they would send most church 
groups into convulsion. So, what is it that 
holds us together?

The answer is Christian love. Without 
their relationship of Christian love, Bur-
khardt and Evans never would have met 
in the chancel of the Rockefeller Chapel. 
Without love, the Council would not have 
survived all the challenges we’ve faced 
over the years. Without love we would not 
have been able to meet year after year in 
Annual Conference and left each confer-
ence eager to return the following year. 
Without love, there would be no ICCC, 
no conferences, no fellowship, no shar-
ing among churches. The most profound 
legacy of the 1950 founding conference 
and all that preceded it is that as a fellow-
ship, we are all love children: 

So from one love child to another: I’m 
looking forward to seeing you at the love 
fest that is Annual Conference.
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Volunteers Needed
DeAnn is looking for volunteers for Registration.

Hours for Registration are:
 Sunday  7/10: 8:00am-11:30am, 6:00pm-9:00pm
 Monday  7/11:  7:00am-9:30am, 2:00pm-4:00pm

Please contact DeAnn  
at the Council office  
to schedule a time:  

icccdc@sbcglobal.net or  
815-464-5690  
Thank you!!
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    REVIEWS Dr.  Robert M.  
Puckett

A BOy FROM GEORGIA: Coming of Age in the Segregated 
South, Hamilton Jordan, 20l15, The University of Georgia Press, 

Hardback. 228 Pages. 

 Hamilton Jordan died in 2008. He was 
nineteen years younger than me, but we 
shared many similarities growing up in 
the segregated South. He was President 
Jimmy Carter’s chief of staff both as 
Governor and President.  I was absolutely 
delighted when Carter succeeded Lester 
Maddox as Governor of Georgia, and 
I have admired his moral character 
throughout his public service. When 
Maddox was Governor I did not want 
anyone to know that I had ever been to 
Georgia, much less that I had grown up 
there.

Hamilton grew up in a middle class family 
that blended well in Southern culture. His 
grandfather, Hamilton “Hamp” McWorter, 
was a judge and an influential political 
influence who stimulated Hamilton’s 
interest in politics. People often said 
that his grandfather should have been 
governor of Georgia, but it was hinted that 
there was some dark secret that prevented 
him from running. No one in his family 
ever mentioned what that secret was until 
Hamilton learned that his grandmother’s 
parents were German Jews.

Georgia politics in the 1920s and 1940s 
was in the hands of the rural population 
and Eugene Talmadge was their 
spokesman. After the South was defeated 
in the civil war they devised a system to  
keep rural whites on top and Blacks in a 
different kind of slavery.  When Old Gene 
would come to town and speak, he would 
stand in the back of a pick up truck and 
shout “The working man in Georgia has 
got three great friends...Jesus Christ, the 
Sears Roebuck catalog, and Old Gene 
Talmadge!” The audience would go wild.  
Then he would say, “The working man 
in Georgia has three enemies ‘Nigger, 
nigger, nigger.’” (pp 41 - 42)  When I was 
about five years old my father had me 
out handing out hand bills for Old Gene’s 
reelection. When he won he came to town 
for a victory banquet and my father took 

me and I was introduced 
as the youngest campaign 
worker in the house.  I got 
to sit in Old Gene’s lap and 
pop his red suspenders. I 
was introduced early in life 
to Georgia politics just as 
Hamilton was.

When Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr came to Albany to 
lead a protest and ended 
up in jail, Hamilton’s father 
took him to observe the 
event. They were surprised 
when their faithful and beloved cook and 
maid was involved in the protest. That 
opened Hamilton’s eyes to  the evil of 
segregation. My father had suffered a 
mustard gas attack in the first World War.  
He was a graduate of Georgia Tech, 
but never fully recovered from his war 
wounds and was unable to pursue his 
career. Consequently my mother had to 
work and we had a Black housekeeper 
whom I called my Black Madonna.  She 
told me what it was like to be Black living 
in a segregated society.  I could never 
accept that aspect of the society in which 
I grew up.

When Hamilton was a freshman at the 
University of Georgia he was accepted 
as a summer intern for Senator Richard 
Russell, Georgia’s senior Senator who 
led the opposition against the Civil Rights 
movement. That experience made him 
more uncomfortable with his southern 
culture, but it also influenced him to 
become more interested in becoming 
more involved in politics.  During that 
exact period I led youth groups from New 
York to Washington, D.C. for citizenship 
seminars.  On several occasions I visited 
Senator Russell while Hamilton was an 
intern but I never actually met him.

The most important thing I had in common 
with Hamilton was his uncle Clarence 

Jordan, founder of  Koinonia 
farm in Americus, Georgia. 
It was founded in 1942 as 
an intentional integrated 
farm. “G.K. Chesterton once 
said, ‘The only problem with 
Christianity is that no one 
has ever tried it.’” Hamilton 
commented that Chesterton 
obviously never met my uncle 
Clarence.

His racist neighbors and the 
Ku Klux Klan tried to run him 
away with harassment and 

violence but he stood firm until he died. 
Martin Luther King said that Clarence 
Jordan was my friend. He “was a son of 
the Old South, a white Baptist preacher 
doing what we were just talking about 
doing. I went to Koinonia to see it for 
myself and couldn’t wait to leave because 
I was sure the Klan would show up and kill 
us both.” (p. 208)

I first met Clarence when he was a chapel 
speaker at Mercer University when I was 
a student there.  He challenged me to put 
my Christian faith into practice, and I have 
tried to do that, but sadly not nearly as 
well as Clarence did. He was one of the 
great heroes in my life. Jane and I once 
visited Clarence and as we sat in his living 
room I counted thirty-two bullet holes in 
the wall left by the Klan as they passed 
by his house.

Clarence Jordan and Koinonia farm 
inspired Millard Fuller to develop Habitat 
for Humanity and its headquarters is still 
there.

I highly recommend this book because of 
the truthful picture it presents of Southern 
culture and politics. The chapter about 
Clarence Jordan makes it important for 
anyone who is serious about putting 
Christianity into practice.
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How to Give More for Less!
by Marty Singley, ICCC Endowment Fund Committee 

 
Wouldn’t it be great to make - oh say - a $500 gift to the 
Endowment Fund of the Council that only costs you - oh say - 
$100? AND reduces your taxes?

Well, maybe you can!

True life example: A church member called me one day. He said 
he needed the name of our church’s stockbroker. He owned 
some shares of a stock he did not need for his own income anymore. He wanted 
to donate those shares to the church. And he wanted to donate them that very day. 
His shares in this company had grown in value from a few thousand dollars to over 
$60,000. Before the price fell, he wanted to make the gift. I asked him why.

“Because I believe in our church and want to give the best support I can.” Then he 
added, “Not only that, but I can personally save a lot of money doing this!”

I wondered how this could be!

Later, talking with our church accountant, I learned that the IRS has some very 
generous provisions for making gifts of stock to charitable organizations like your 
church, our Council or the Council’s Endowment Fund.  In many cases, both the 
recipient and the donor can benefit financially. You can find out more about this by 
consulting with your accountant or tax advisor.

So if you own some appreciated stock shares that are mostly gathering dust in your 
portfolio, consider the benefits of donating them to the ICCC Endowment Fund. 

But be sure to consult a tax or financial advisor first!

You just may be one of those blessed folks who really can give more...for less!

Seeking Associate 
Pastor

Community Church at Tellico Village is 
seeking an Associate Pastor of Mem-
bership and Family Ministries to serve 
our 1400 member interdenominational 
congregation in Loudon, Tennessee.  
We are located in Tellico Village, a 
planned community, nestled on Tellico 
Lake in the foothills of the beautiful 
Smoky Mountains, just southwest of 
Knoxville.  Although primarily a senior 
congregation, we have members of all 
ages.  Our church is affiliated with the 
International Council of Community 
Churches.

Several of the duties for this position 
will include coordinating with admin-
istrative, music and pastoral staff in 
planning of worship, managing the 
volunteer database, implementing an 
effective marketing plan to increase 
church membership and serving as the 
primary preacher for Wednesday night 
informal worship service.

Our ideal candidate possesses a deep 
personal faith in Jesus Christ and dem-
onstrates a true desire to shape his/her 
ministry by the Great Commandment.  
She/he values Christian unity and is a 
mature “people person” with leadership 
skills.  Ministers from all denominations 
may apply.  M. Div. required.  Deadline 
for resumes is June 1, 2016. If inter-
ested, visit us at www.tellicochurch.
com and post resume to search@telli-
cochurch.org.  Or mail to CCTV Search 
Team, 130 Chota Center, Loudon, TN 
37774.  We look forward to hearing 
from you.

ICCC Endowment Fund 
Status As of  

March 11, 2016

Gifts Goal by June 30, 2016: $15,000

Gifts since 06/30/15: $7,175

Help us meet our goal, need: $7,825

Current Fund Assets: $272,426

Current Investment Mix: 
50% stocks & 50% bonds

The International Council of Community Churches  is grateful for the following

2015 Annual Conference Sponsors 
for their investment in the community church movement:

We-Mac Manufacturing Company, Kansas City, MO

Antioch Community Church, Kansas City, MO

Two Anonymous Donors

We thank you  
for your financial support  
of a conference program.



Conference Updates
Mission Luncheon - Cancer Patient Support: 

Calling all Crafters to Create Prayer Pockets!

During the mission luncheon many ways will be mentioned 
on how to support cancer patients in the local hospital 
at KentuckyOne Health. The Mission Luncheon is an 
optional event, fee required. It will be held Wednesday, 
July 13, 2016 at 11:45am. Please join us to learn to serve 
together, meeting the needs of cancer patients and their 
families, among other items that will be discussed.

However, prior to the mission luncheon crafters are 
needed to create prayer pockets and no-sew fleece blankets.  No Sew fleece 
blankets can be any size you wish them to be from baby blanket on up. Fleece 
comes 60inches wide, so your blanket can be 60” x ??? Your finished product will 
be about 10inches smaller than the fabric you start with.

Pocket Prayer Quilts provide comfort to our patients and their families.  The ones 
you see here are quilted and sewn, but you make them any number of ways. 
Finished pocket prayer quilts should be between 2”x2” square to 3”x3” square.

For instructions on both the fleece blankets and prayer pockets please visit the 
following websites.
http://www.kentuckyonehealth.org/pocket-prayer-quilts
http://www.kentuckyonehealth.org/no-sew-fleece-blankets
http://www.thefriendlyredfox.com/2015/02/crochetedgeonfleeceblankettutorial.
html

Contact DeAnn if you’d simply like to make a financial donation toward the cancer 
patient support missions at KentuckyOne Health.  
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by Shyreece Pompey, Planning Committee

Annual Conference 
Workshop:

Bridge Building 
Techniques between 

Generations in Today’s 
Church

ICCC members joining this workshop, led 
by Shyreece Pompey, VP for Regional 
Relationships, will be actively engaged 
in generating techniques that will help 
build bridges between generations in 
the church.  Whether or not you were 
born in 1925 during the Builders/Civic/
G.I. generation or born in 2004-2020 the 
Adapters/Gen Z/Homeland generation; 
NO ONE IS TOO YOUNG OR OLD to 
be the church of today.  The goal of this 
workshop is to integrate the gifts of the 
generations into EVERY ASPECT OF 
MINISTRY IN CHRIST JESUS.  

During this workshop we will do or learn 
how to...

1. Share and record some faith stories 
from each generation present

2. Discuss the sharing of space in 
the church between youth, elders, 
pre-school during worship in your 
congregations.

3. Celebrate the evidence of effective 
cross + generational ministry in your 
congregation

4. Tweak existing ministries to make 
them more cross + generational

5. Add at least one cross + generational 
ministry in your congregation this year

6. Remove an ‘age-segregated’ ministry 
that is ineffective and needs to be 
buried

All ages (young and old) registered to 
attend this year’s 66th Annual ICCC is 
welcomed to actively participate in this 
workshop.  Expect group interactivity, 
critical thinking, resource sharing, 
memory making, and so much more. 
Come with child-like faith, the mind 
of Christ Jesus, and a heart for an 
evolving humanity. “You, O LORD, rule 
forever; Your throne is from generation 
to generation.”  (Lamentations 5:19)  
Let’s build bridges between generation 
to generation in today’s church in Christ 
Jesus.
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Under the ICCC Bylaws, the Board of Directors acts as the Nominating Committee 
for the Council. Terms of office begin at the close of Annual Conference. If you 
have suggestions for nominees or if you wish to be considered as a nominee for an 
office, please respond no later than MAY 30, 2016. Some offices are occupied by 
incumbents who are eligible for re-election. Nominations will be presented to the 
Annual Conference business sessions, at which additional nominations from the 
floor are in order.

Available Positions

Trustees:
All Trustees serve a single term of five years.
 
Trustee for Eastern Zone, Region C (FL, GA, SC)
Trustee for Western Zone, Region B (AZ and Southern CA)
 

Officers:
President  The President serves for a term of one year, and may serve two con-

secutive terms (two years).

Secretary  The Secretary serves for a term of two years, with a maximum of three 
consecutive terms (six years).

Treasurer  The Treasurer serves for a term of two years, with a maximum of three 
consecutive terms (six years).

 
Board of Directors:

All Vice Presidents are members of the Board of Directors. Each serves for a term 
of two years, with a maximum of three consecutive terms.
 

Vice President for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations

Vice President for Financial Development

Vice President for Informational Services and Outreach

Vice President for Leadership Development

Vice President for Membership Services

Vice President for Planning

Vice President for Regional Relationships
 

Endowment Fund Trustees
 Endowment Fund Trustees serve for a term of three years, with a maximum of two 
terms (six years.) Two Endowment Fund Trustee positions are to be filled this year.
 
To assist the Board, please submit a brief profile of your suggested nominee(s) 
including information on the individual’s activities and service in the local church or 
ministry center, in the community and in the ICCC.

Please attach a brief profile of each person recommended and the position(s)  
indicated.  Include information detailing activities in Church/Center, Community 
and the ICCC.
Mail to:  Bob Harris, Nominating Committee
               International Council of Community Churches
               21116 Washington Parkway
               Frankfort, IL 60423-3112
Or email to:  raharris@windstream.net 

Annual Conference 
Workshop:

“Combating Hunger: 
You, Your Church and the 

I.C.C.C.”

This workshop, led by Rev. Dr. Bruce Mer-
ton, will explore the causes and prevalence 
of hunger in the U.S. and around the globe.  
It will offer practical suggestions on what in-
dividuals, churches, and the I.C.C.C. can do 
to combat hunger.  We will also hear from 
some people that are actively engaged in 
hunger relief ministries. They will give wit-
ness, as “hunger combatants” to the ben-
efits derived for others and for themselves 
in this ministry.

GIVE by TEXT
Do you pay for all your "things" online?  
Why not make your donations electronically 
as well?

We want our members to contribute when 
and how they want.  The ICCC offers an 
electronic giving option... Give by Text, as 
a convenient alternative to checks or cash.

In less time than it takes to write a check, 
you can make weekly offerings or respond 
to special appeals by simply sending a text 
message from your smartphone.  Sign up 
today and be liberated from your check-
book!

Simply send a text to 815-506-9017 with 
the amount you would like to contribute. 
Make sure to include the dollar sign be-
fore the amount. Example: $25. Within a 
few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a 
link to register. Click on the link and enter 
your cardholder name and credit or debit 
card information. Once your registration is 
complete, you will receive 
a text verification and a re-
ceipt via email.

Thank you for supporting 
our mission!
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SPIRIT OF JEFFERSON SIGHTSEEING CRUISE 
Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

  
BOARD: 6:30 PM - DEPARTS: 7:00 PM - RETURNS: 9:00 PM 

$23.00 inclusive 
 

INCLUDES:  Two-hour narrated cruise with a ½ hour board along the Ohio River,  
un-reserved seating, unlimited soda and DJ entertainment.  
A concession stand and bar are available on a cash basis.  
 
      

No tickets are available at time of boarding, and there are no cancellations or refunds.   
 
Suggested dress: Casual business attire. No tank tops or cut-offs.  Jackets and ties are not required.    
Boarding is within walking distance (stairs involved, if elevator is not working) from the Galt House hotel.  No 
food or beverages are allowed to be brought on board.  This tour is un-reserved seating located upstairs, with 
no elevator available on the boat.   
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
SPIRIT OF JEFFERSON SIGHTSEEING CRUISE 

 
 

Name: ______________________________________________   Phone # __________________________ 
 
 
If paying by check: make check payable to: International Council of Community Churches (ICCC)  
If paying by credit card:   □ VISA       □ MASTERCARD        □ AMERICAN EXPRESS    □ DISCOVER      

     Account Number on Card:________________________ Expiration Date:_________________ 

     Print name as it appears on card:________________________________________ 

     Signature:__________________________________________________________ 
 
Mail this form with your payment to: ICCC, 21116 Washington Pkwy, Frankfort, IL 60423 
Deadline is June 20, 2016. 



  
SUPPER CLUB  
Wednesday, July 13, 2016                                                                                                     
5:00pm 

Just blocks from the Galt House hotel, the Troll Pub Under the Bridge restaurant offers a unique underground 
dining experience. “The best pub-grub in the ‘Ville with a historic and unique ambiance” boasts their website.  
Visit www.trollpub.com for restaurant information.   Below are the menu choices for this optional event. 

  
Choice 1 :  Taco Salad  $19.50 
Seasoned ground beef with grape tomatoes, cheddar, fresh Pico and fresh fried tortilla strips with Chipotle-lime 
ranch dressing.   
Choice 2: Beer Cheese Burger  $19.50 
Savory tobacco onions and a slathering of beer cheese top this burger on a pretzel bun.  Served with Troll fries and 
a dill pickle spear. 
Choice 3:     Fish and Chips  $20.00 
10 ounces of beer battered and golden fried Atlantic Cod tail served with Troll fries, cole slaw and jalapeno tarter 
sauce.   
Choice 4: Angry Alfredo  $19.00 
Penne with spicy Alfredo sauce with grilled chicken, bacon and parmesan, served with garlic bread. 
Choice 5: Kentucky Hot Brown $20.00 
Open-faced hot turkey sandwich covered in bacon, tomato and creamy Mornay cheese sauce. 
Choice 6: Dry Rubbed Pork Kabobs $22.00 
Pork Tenderloin rubbed in a hot and sweet southern style rub, grilled with red & green peppers, red onion and 
granny smith apple topped with a sweet chili lime sauce.  Served with garlic mashed potatoes. 
 
Each choice includes a soft drink or iced tea, Salted Caramel Pretzel bites for dessert, tax and gratuity.  Alcoholic 
beverages are available, billed separately, individually. 

Circle your choice. 

Submit payment to the Council Office by June 20, 2016.    
 
If paying by check: make check payable to: International Council of Community Churches (ICCC)  
If paying by credit card:  circle one   VISA        MASTERCARD         AMEX DISCOVER         

 
Account Number on Card:_________________________Exp.Date:_________________ 

Print name as it appears on card:____________________________________________ 
 
Signature:__________________________________________________________ 

ICCC, 21116 Washington Pkwy, Frankfort, IL  60423 
 815/464-5690 – iccc60423@sbcglobal.net 

The Zero Bus service may be available.  Inquire with the hotel.  We are also trying to coordinate attendees with 
cars to drive.  If you are driving to conference and are willing to carpool to the Supper Club, 
please let the Council Office know.   
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Sharing Joys
• Peace Community Church, Fort Myers, FL 

recently undertook a Lenten Mission Project on 
behalf of Heifer International to rebuild Honduran 
beekeeping and honey production, to the benefit 
of 700 families eager to reclaim their self reliance.  
Doubling their original goal, they raised $1500 within 
one week!  Members of the 
Peace Community Church 
Mission Ministry Team - Nancy 
Steele, Mary Lou Williams 
and Marge Kilian Lokey - 
are seen in this photo with 
a presentation check in the 
amount of $1,535.

• Pastors RC and Gail Fleeman 
of Peace Community Church, 
Fort Myers, FL are pleased 
and grateful to announce 
that their son, Matthew, was 
recently awarded his Ph.D in 
mathematics at the University 
of South Florida in Tampa, FL. 

• On Saturday, January 30, the Chapel-By-The-Sea 
on Clearwater Beach, Florida, held its seventh annual 
BeachWalk to raise money for two Religious Community 
Services (RCS) programs – the Food Bank and the Haven 
(spouse abuse shelter).  Each succeeding year the event 
has raised more money and involved more people – this 
year over 50 volunteers and 250 walkers.  Walkers and 
volunteers pay $25 and, in addition to the satisfaction of 
doing something good for those in need, receive a long-
sleeved t-shirt, a “goody” bag with coupons, etc., and a full 
breakfast at the church after the walk.  They are also treated 
to coffee, fruit, and health bars at the Palm Pavilion (a beach 
restaurant) at the start of the walk.  Many sponsors support 
the program and it is truly a community event.  This year 

over $20,000 was raised 
and, after expenses and 
the setting aside of some 
seed funding for next year’s 
walk, a check for $15,775 
was presented to RCS 
at the worship service on 
March 13.  It was a beautiful 
day and a wonderful event 
– participants cannot wait 
for next year to do it again.  
The Chapel’s other major 
outreach effort was its third 
annual Stop Hunger Now 
event on November 14, 
2015, at which, after money 

was raised for the purchase and shipment of meals for 
and to third world countries, 80 some volunteers of 
all ages prepared 15,000 meals which went to South 
America. 

• Regional Trustee Sharyon Cosey, Senior Pastor 
at ABBA Church of Renewed Faith, Chicago, IL, 

recently attended Commonwealth Community Church’s 
Women’s Day, hosted by ICCC WCF President and long 
time church member Barbara Ratliff along with member 
Connee Fitch-Blanks.  The entire service was spirit-filled 
and the guest speaker, Elder Peaches LeMelle-Davis 
delivered a wonderful message.  Pastor Cosey felt very 
welcome by Senior Pastor Rev. Dr. William Samuels and 
the entire church, and felt it was truly a blessing for all who 
attended.

• Rev. David Dismas, Senior 
Pastor, Saint Nicholas Mission, 
from his Palm Sunday Service. “I 
feel sometimes that preaching 
is like the Hokey Pokey ... you 
HAVE TO ‘put your whole self 
in.’” ~ David

• Karen Neely, Church of the Loving Shepherd, D. John 
Woodcock, Senior Pastor, will be ordained on June 11th 
at the church, with a picnic to follow.  Congratulations!

Our prayers are with:
• Saint Anne Woods Chapel Community Church, 

Pembroke Township, IL, Rev. Louis Barnes Senior Pastor, 
who lost the following members in January 2016: 

o Doris Sanders, who served on the Mother’s Board.  
Passed Jan. 16th.  Memorial Jan. 30th.

o Elizabeth Glass, who was the president of the 
Mother’s Board.  Passed Jan. 16th.  Home-going 
Jan. 23rd.

o Joe Wylie Glass Sr., who was president of the 
Church’s Deacon Board and husband of Elizabeth 
Glass.  Passed Jan. 30th.

o James Otis Glenn, a cousin of church members 
Christine Gibbs and her brother James C. Glenn, 
passed Jan. 19th.  

• Rev. Jim Butler, Rimrock, AZ, and his family.  May Butler, 
his mother, passed peacefully at home with Jim’s brother 
Gary and his wife Kathy, who cared for her, on Feb. 23rd.

• Rev. Dr. Mike Donahue, Speed Memorial Community 
Church, Speed, IN.  Mike recently received a heart catheter 
and ended up receiving a pacemaker.  “The pacemaker is 
making an unbelievable difference.” ~Mike

The Central Zone, Region B will hold a regional meeting May 
21, 2016 at People’s Community Church 8601 Woodward 
Ave., in Detroit, MI where Rev. Charles Clark is serving as 
Senior Pastor.  If you would like to attend, please contact 
Regional Trustee Janet Burch at jan.burch@aol.com.
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Faith Kitchen – Speed Memorial 
Church’s Innovative Meal Service

by Rev. Dr. Michael Donahue, Senior Pastor, Speed Memorial Church

Speed Memorial Church is located in Sellersburg, Indiana just a few miles from 
the Kentucky border.  In May of last year two members, Jana Cole and Denise 
Friedersdorf, decided to provide free hot lunches to food-challenged individuals 
and families who patronized a state-run food pantry located in part of their church 
at street level.  

They expected to serve around 10 meals during a 2-hour period (11 AM until 1 
PM) each Tuesday that the food pantry is open.  Did they ever underestimate the 
demand!  

In less than 6 months they were averaging 60 lunches during this 2-hour time 
period.  Then came Thanksgiving and more than 120 food-challenged people took 
advantage of the free lunch program which featured roast turkey that week.

Here’s how this hunger relief success story came about.  

Jana and Denise arranged for kitchen equipment including a refrigerator, freezer, 
range, storage cabinets, tables and chairs to be placed in a large room with a 
doorway that opened into the state-run food pantry.  Thus Faith Kitchen was born.

The food pantry staff informs the families they serve that by walking through the 
door at the back of the pantry they will enter Faith Kitchen and receive a free hot 
lunch. 

The pantry and Faith Kitchen serve food-challenged individuals—typically in their 
mid-20s and 30s as well as the elderly in an area with a combined population of 
approximately 7,000.   

Faith Kitchen receives food from two area restaurants and generous members of 
the community.  Approximately $4,000 in funding comes from other local churches 
annually.  Speed Memorial Church supplements this funding on an as-needed 
basis.

The wholesome meals served by Faith Kitchen consist of an entrée such as 
ham, chilly or turkey plus a salad, a vegetable and/ or potato dish, a dessert and 
something to drink.  Half the meals are eaten in Faith Kitchen with the balance 
being carry outs to food pantry patrons’ family members.

It takes only 5 volunteers to prepare and serve the meals each Tuesday but that 
figure doubles during weeks when major holidays like Thanksgiving and Easter 

fall.  To avoid burn-
out, church members 
volunteer to serve food 
just once a month.

For more information 
on Faith Kitchen, 
contact Speed Mem-
orial Church’s Sr. 
Pastor, Rev. Dr. 
Michael Donahue, at 
812-246-3262.

You and the W.C.F.

The officers of the  
W.C.F. are excited 
about celebrating our 
66th Annual I.C.C.C. 
Conference in Lou-
isville, KY.  Our 1st 
Vice President, Caro-
lyn Nichols, has been 
working hard to make 
our time together invigorating, informative 
and inspirational but we need YOU!

We need YOU to bring items to sell in the 
Bazaar to support the Jordan Scholar-
ship.

We need YOU to bring Gift Cards for 
our “Shoe Box” Ministry this year.  Not 
sure which gift card(s) to bring?  Contact 
our 2nd V.P. Connee Fitch-Blanks con-
neer.fitch@gmail.com or 312-636-6275 
(please leave a call back number).

We need YOU to be part of the meetings 
as readers or as a speaker and also as a 
participant in the Prayer Breakfast.  For 
more information contact our 1st V.P. Car-
olyn csnick@aol.com or 312-378-3645.

We need YOU to join us in our meetings 
at Conference.

And last but surely not least, We need 
YOU to continue to  pray for the I.C.C.C. 
and ALL of it’s Ministries.

May God continue to bless each of YOU 
and to keep YOU in His Care. 

Pictured from left to right, Speed Memorial Church members 
Kay Roland, Rick Roland and Nona Stephenson.

Tell Us About your Church’s
Hunger Relief Program

Each issue of The Christian 
Community the new ICCC Hunger 
Relief Mission is featuring an article 
on an ICCC member church or 
center that is doing great works in 
providing hunger relief for the needy 
in their community.  

Let us know what you’re doing and 
we’ll help you write a feature article 
that can inspire other churches to 
follow your lead.  Just email Bob 
Harris at raharris@windstream.net.  

by Barbara Ratliff, W.C.F. President
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2016 OPTIONAL CONFERENCE MEAL PROGRAMS 
The 2016 Annual Conference offers 4 optional meal program opportunities: the Welcome Luncheon, the Koinonia Luncheon, the Mis-
sion Luncheon and the Prayer Luncheon (hosted by the Women’s Christian Fellowship). The Conference Banquet Dinner is included 
in your registration fee** (Additional quantities can be reserved for a fee).  You can visit our NEW website ICCCNOW.org to see a brief 
description of the meal program, or watch for details in upcoming issues of the Christian Community.
Monday, July 11, 2016 at 11:30pm is the Welcome Luncheon.  This meal includes: “Galt House Classic” Cream of Broccoli Soup, 
Kentucky Pulled Barbecue Beef Brisket on Texas Toast Points.  Served with Hot, Sweet & Sour Potato Salad and a Grilled Corn 
Coblett, Warm Rolls with Butter, Apple Crisp, Coffee and Iced Tea.  Vegetarian Option*: Grilled Portabella Sandwich.  Chef will choose 
appropriate accompaniments.  
Tuesday, July 12, 2016 at 11:45 a.m. is the Koinonia Luncheon.  This meal includes: Galt House Salad, Chicken Fettuccini with 
Spinach Pesto, Warm Rolls with Butter, Sea Salt Caramel Cheesecake, Coffee and Iced Tea.  Vegetarian Option*: Vegetable Lasagna.  
Chef will choose appropriate accompaniments.
Wednesday, July 13, 2016 at 11:45 a.m. is the Mission Luncheon. This meal includes: Tomato & Wild Rice Bisque, Fresh Turkey 
Breast on Toast, Topped with Bubbling Hot Cheese Sauce, Fresh Tomato, Mushrooms and Crisp Bacon, served with Broccoli, Warm 
Rolls and Butter, Kentucky Tiramisu, Coffee and Iced Tea.  Vegetarian Option*: Vegetable Strudel.  Chef will choose appropriate ac-
companiments.
Thursday, July 14, 2016 at 8:00 a.m. is the Prayer Breakfast. This meal includes: A Center-Cut Slice of Kentucky Country Ham, 
Fluffy Scrambled Eggs, Southern Grits and Natural Red-Eye Gravy, Orange Juice, Coffee, Hot Tea, Biscuits, Butter and Fruit Pre-
serves.  Vegetarian Option* will substitute ham with a fruit plate.
Thursday, at 6:30 p.m. is the Conference Banquet.  This meal includes: Mandarin Salad, Peppercorn Crushed Roasted Pork Loin, 
with Wild Mushroom Stuffing, Topped with Port Wine Sauce, Warm Rolls with Butter, Bourbon Butter Cream Torte, Coffee and Iced 
Tea.  Vegetarian Option*: Eggplant Parmesan with Pasta.  Kid’s Option: Chicken Tenders, Tator Tots, Green Beans, Fruit Cup, Roll with 
Butter, Milk or Iced Tea.  Chef will choose appropriate accompaniments.  
- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

2016 MEAL RESERVATION FORM 
 Mail this form & payment to: ICCC, 21116 Washington Pkwy, Frankfort, IL 60423

  Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Please reserve ___________ places at $25.00 each for Monday’s Welcome Luncheon

Please reserve ___________ places at $30.00 each for Tuesday’s Koinonia Luncheon
 r Check for Vegetarian Option preference  

Please reserve ___________ places at $30.00 each for Wednesday’s Mission Luncheon
 r Check for Vegetarian Option preference

Please reserve ___________ places at $24.00 each for Thursday’s Prayer Breakfast 
 r Check for Vegetarian Option preference

  **Please reserve add’l._______ places at $46.00 each for Thursday’s Banquet Dinner

 r Pork      r Vegetarian

 **Please reserve add’l. _______ places at $18.00 each for children under 12yrs.
**A Banquet ticket is already included in registration.  Order only if additional tickets are needed.

$_________ *Additional fee $10.00 per meal for any changes to the meals stated exactly above.
Total Enclosed $_____________
If paying by check: make check payable to: International Council of Community Churches (ICCC) 
If paying by credit card:   r VISA       r MASTERCARD        r AMERICAN EXPRESS       r DISCOVER     
Account Number on Card:___________________________________________________ Expiration Date:_______________ 
Print name as it appears on card: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Deadline for meal function reservations is June 20th. There will only be a VERY LIMITED supply of tickets available at Conference registration, so please purchase your tickets before the deadline.   
After the June 20th deadline meal reservations will not be accepted in the Council Office.   
* The hotel charges a fee for any changes or requests for each meal that is different than listed above.  For ANY other dietary requests, such as vegan, gluten free, food allergies, etc., this fee
   will apply and need to be added to your payment.  
**The Conference Banquet is included in the registration fee.  You do not need to reserve a ticket for this meal, unless you require additional tickets.


