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GREETINGS FROM ABRAHAM WRIGHT 
Former and Acting ICCC President 

 
 I greet you with overwhelming pride and bottled-up concerns. This year the ICCC family is still 
singing hallelujah to the spirit of Joseph Evans and Roy Burkhart and their faithful followers who listened 
to Godôs call for the two separate church bodies to unite under one Lord, one Faith, and one Baptism even 
before the merger in 1950.  This merger between the Council of Community Churches - primarily a 
Caucasian congregation - and the Biennial Council of Community Churches - primarily an African 
American congregation - gave birth to the International Council of Community Churches and became 
known as one of the most recognized integrated Christian bodies in the United States.  There were still 
black and white, but we were united, not only at the Lordôs table during the Eucharist, we became united as 
sisters and brothers at all tables.  We planned together, worked together, attended camps, retreats, and other 
learning activities together.  Together we cried and met at medical centers when one member of the 
Christian body was in trouble. We celebrated together, stayed in each otherôs homes during extended 
meetings, and protected each other against racial encounters when we were in places where others did not 
respect some of us as Godôs children.  
 In fact, there were bonds made that previously seemed almost impossible.  For example, who can 
forget several after-conference mission activities at Bob Puckettôs house in Norris, Tennessee, the meeting 
overnight site for all of us who highly valued the significant work the Council financially supported for 
essential work in Appalachia.  The star of the pre-working and touring trip was Marion Bascom, waking us 
up early in the morning, shepherding us as if we were his biological children, and dressed as if he were the 
father in his own house. Or who could not admire the lived-out genuine bond made between Marion 
Bascom (African America), Bob Puckett (Caucasian), and Robert Taylor (Caucasian).  They agreed that 
whoever were to go to Larger Life first, the one(s) remaining would deliver their eulogy (Taylor went first; 
Bascom delivered the eulogy; Bascom went second; Puckett delivered one of the eulogies; Puckett went last 
with eulogies delivered by all of us.   
 Bascom was also an outstanding figure on his own.  Early one Monday morning Bascom walked 
into the office of a Baltimore, MD Caucasian Presbyterian pastor and told the pastor that he came to mentor 
him; the Presbyterian pastor gladly accepted Bascom; it was also this clergy who delivered one of the best 
eulogies at Bascomôs funeral.  He had the congregation in stitches for half an hour. 
 Then, too, I still remember vividly John W. Sutton relating a genuine narrative about Herb Freitag, a 
retired ICCC clergy. Freitag lived in Columbus, Ohio at the time.  When ICCC Board meetings were held in 
Columbus, Freitag packed especially all the African American Board members in his station wagon and 
served as the ñraceò police for them as he took them to the clubs and prevented them from being 
discriminated against. Florida (Longboat Key, Clearwater Beach, Tampa, Jacksonville), Long Beach, CA, 
Chicago, and Phoenix can produce similar, genuine hospitality narratives. They were among the main 
centers for ICCC conferences and Board meetings. 
 The ICCC is a sanctuary for good preaching, teaching, and living the Word of God through some of 
the best qualified individuals: clergy, lay; male, female; adult children; and individuals of mixed cultures.  It 
does it with the Word of God at the center and without dictatorial mandates.  ICCC is a communion that 
lives life with emphasis on everyone at the table, worshipping God in Spirit and in Truth.  This includes 
following fair practices based on faithfulness to God, faithfulness to Self, faithfulness to Others, and 
genuine support (spiritually and financially) to the Mission of ICCC, not for one day or month, but for a 
lifetime. 
 Let us give bundles of thanks to Bruce Merton and Bob Fread, whose effective leadership led us 
through this year.  Then, let us cherish the memories of some and recognize the leadership experiences and 
abilities of Marion Henley, Dorothy Sutton Branch, Barbara Holt, Caroline Burke, Dorothy Bascom, 
Saundra Nelson, Rhonda Blevins, William Samuels, Nick and Myrtis Brame, Roberta Smith, Lonnie Miller, 
Emma Smith, Phil and Sue Smith, Grace OôNeal, Sandra Roberts, Lorraine Richardson, Eloise Crenshaw, 
Charles Addison, Janet Burch, James W. Jones, and many, many others who lifted us high during the good 
and not-so-good times. 
  
As the International Council of Community Churches celebrates 75 years of genuine service, let us use this 
occasion to examine our legacy and listen closely to what God says to us (as he said to Abraham) that He 
desires to continue to make ICCC a sanctuary for those who love the Lord. It is up to Churches and 
members of ICCC to decide whether we will be faithful in answering this call. 
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Excursus A 

Bascom Remembers the Merging Conference 
by Rev. Marion C. Bascom, Sr. 

May 14, 1999  

 
It was in the summer of the second half of the 20th century that a group of men and women met in Chicago 
to ñplight their trothò as a group of Christians representing churches in what was to become the International 
Council of Community Churches.  Early this group attempted to make certain that it would not become 
hierarchical but would become a Council of Community Churches, each independent of but dependent upon 
others, to fulfill the prayer of Jesus ñthat they might be one.ò  

 

That this prayer might surface into reality, two men - Roy Burkhart, internationally known for his ministry at 
First Community Church at Columbus, Ohio, later described in The Christian Century as one of America's 
twelve greatest churches, and the venerated Joseph M Evans, poet, scholar, and minister of Chicago's 
Metropolitan Community Church, long a cultural and religious center in Black America - brought the force 
of their witness to bear on the National Council of Community Churches and the Biennial Council of 
Community Churches is to reinforce the prayer as set forth in the Johannine Gospel. 

 

The two fathers were in stark contrast. Dr. Burkhart was a mystic. He drew to himself some of the most 
powerful people in the Midwest. He was sort of ñMayorò of Arlington, the upper class society of Columbus. 
He was held in awe by most people with whom he trafficked. He brought many of us to Camp Akita where 
he spent time making ourselves available to the finest and noblest resident in our spirits. Dr. Burkhart lead us 
to what he called ñThe Healing Light of God .ò 

 

Dr. Evans was a master of pulpit oratory.  He rolled his Rôs with a British flair.  One of his never-to-be-
forgotten phrases was:  ñaccording to Providential Arrangement.ò  He maintained the Negro spiritual and the 
Great Music of the Masters as being central to worship.  He was a stickler for the liturgy of the church.  
Some of his readings were still extant among us.  ñHis choirò, Metropolitan Community Church, under the 
direction of J. Wesley Jones, presented on each fourth Sunday night a stellar performance of Great Church 
Music . . .  a centerpiece of Chicagoôs South Side . He was the Ecumenist, the believer in the oneness of all 
God's people. 

 

This history was written for the book The Community 
Church Movement: Unity Without Uniformity, 2nd edition 
by J. Ralph Shotwell published in 2000 for the ICCCôs 
50th anniversary.  The Rev. Marion Bascom, Sr. at this 
time was pastor emeritus of Douglas Memorial 
Community Church in Baltimore, MD.  He served as 
pastor of that church from November, 1949 to March, 
1995.  He served as ICCC President from 1959-1960.  As 
a young pastor Rev. Bascom was present at the 1950 
Merging Conference which formed the International 
Council of Community Churches, and in 2000 at the 
ICCCôs 50th anniversary conference was the only 
Community churches ordained minister present for both 
conferences. Rev. Bascom died in 2012. 

wŜǾΦ aŀǊƛƻƴ .ŀǎŎƻƳΣ {ǊΦ 
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So the two men, Roy A. Burkart and Joseph M. Evans, each blessed with unique and abundant spiritual 
gifts and leadership abilities decided that there was still room for additional growth - toward each other and 
therefore to God.  So they locked arms and called us to follow.  

 

There are names of men and women too numerous to mention or recall who heard the voices of these men.  
Yet, out of the memory of some names come to mind: R. Mansfield Collins, Chaplain Hall, Joseph Fox, 
Joseph R. Hutcherson, Robert Hayden, Orvis Jordan, Mary G. Evans, C. H. F. Rumph, Violet Marshburn, 
Mamie A. Douglas, John Edelen, Vincent Norris, Roland Ost, Tom Maurer, Rudy Thomas, J. Weldon 
Keckley, James Hite, Kenneth Bath, Ralph Jordan, C. C. Hung, Theodore Richardson, Albert Fedler, Jessi-
ca Hayden, James Roper, Mary Miller, William Shoemaker, Frederick Douglass, Oscar Rand , Dorothy 
Sutton Branch.  

 

At the outset, there was an air of suspicion - some churches, National and Biennial, could not make the 
leap of faith and therefore did not join the pilgrimage. The Biennial Council was in session at Metropolitan 
Community Church and after such procedures deemed necessary for its dissolution, the long trip was made 
to Lake Forest College where we joined hands to spend days together attempting to overcome our black-
ness, our whiteness, our being strangers, our being on different levels of worship, training and, of course, 
our traditions.  All of us carried the baggage of our backgrounds.  Who would be the first president, the 
first Minister-at-Large?  Who would participate in leadership roles at ñSupper Time?ò  Should we have a 
black or white president, etc.?  These were some of the nagging questions that arose as the first week 
evolved.  

 

Thought, imagination, preparation and prayer by the merging groups provided the force that bound us.  
Significant to the week was Dr. James Robinson, our keynote speaker, the minister of the Church of the 
Master, located in New York City, who for two years lead groups of students to volunteer in Africa, and  
was the inspiration for President Kennedy's Peace Corps.  He led us each morning to think about the one-
ness that overreached us all.  As week's end came, tensions had somewhat subsided, proximity brought 
about some fraternity and on Friday evening we experienced our Mountain of Transfiguration. It occurred 
in that massive and majestic Chapel at The University of Chicago. What better place than a Citadel of 
learning, the home of some of the greatest minds to be found anywhere in the world? 

 

I am there now, as I reenact what I saw and felt in that transfiguring moment when Roy A. Burkhart and 
Joseph M. Evans stood at the center of the chancel, held hands, and in an unashamed moment embraced 
each other and shared tears.  The choir of Cosmopolitan Community Church, who's minister was Mary G. 
Evans, rose to sing from Gaulôs  ñHoly City,ò that massive double chorus,  ñLet the Heavens Rejoice and 
Let the Earth Be Glad.ò  How I wish I could have remembered it all with more precision but after fifty 
years it becomes difficult to recapture some of the ñgrace notesò that were present that evening.  

 

Sunday morning we returned to Metropolitan Community Church to worship as a new people .   
Jesse Smith, our new Minister-at-Large, called us to be witnesses we have become.  
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1950 RE-VISITED   
 

Sunday, August 20, 1950, Merging Convention, the Final Day 

 
The final day of the convention being a Sunday was a day of worship and celebration.  In the morning worship 
was held at Peopleôs Church of Christ (now Metropolitan Community Church), with worship led by the 
churchôs pastor, Rev. Dr. Joseph Evans, and sermon by Rev. Joseph Fox of Old San Diego Community 
Church.  Lunch was then served in the Metropolitan Community Center.  That evening everyone moved to the 
University of Chicago campus for closing worship at the Rockefeller Chapel.  Music that evening was 
provided by a joint choir of Metropolitan and Cosmopolitan Community churches. 
 
Todayôs picture is an iconic picture of Rev. Joseph Evans and Rev. Roy Burkhart shaking hands outdoors on 
the campus of Lake Forest College with delegates behind them looking on.  Stories told of the convention 
relate that Revs. Evans and Burkhart first joined in a symbolic handshake on August 17, just moments after the 
delegates voted the ICCC into existence.  They joined in another handshake to symbolize the merger on 
Sunday evening in front of the Rockefeller Chapel. 
 

 
As this series on the 1950 Merging Convention comes to a close, I would like to give the last word to the 
venerable Rev. Joseph Evans:  
 
ñOur meeting together as brothers and sisters in the Lord, was quite a striking, an arresting 
manifestation of that kind of Christian fellowship humanity needs to develop more, if the lofty purposes 
of humanityôs creation are ever to be realized. 
 
ñNever before have I participated in the movements or actions of a religious body, or any other 
assemblage of human personalities with as much inspiration and genuine satisfaction as our Council 
sessions offered.   Seemingly we were all lifted above the common, the ordinary, the usual stereotyped 
method, or way of doing things.  I feel we gave evidence of being definitely convicted of the 
righteousness of our propositions, the worthwhileness of the cause.  Therefore, we sought to turn away 
from empty and meaningless garnishments to give ingress, place and operation to the mighty forces of 
the Spirit. 
 
ñWe came away from our never-to-be-forgotten sessions saying in the chambers of our hopeful 
convictions, G     ,   G            

               
 Mô   ó     .ôò 

In writing about the end of this convention, 70 years later 
Rev. Joseph Fox writes:  
 
  ñAs the delegates began to separate, with many warm 
hugs and lingering handshakes, with many eyes 
streaming and promises to keep in touch with new 
friends made, it was the clear conception of all that 
beautiful as had been this experience, owned by God as 
it unmistakably was, there were ahead many problems 
that would call for a continued spirit of love, goodwill, 
forbearance, tact, coupled with Divine wisdom; but 
with all came the belief that this is God's will, He will 
see it through to success.  This is historic, this is only 
the beginning; this is a new and living and vital part of 
His Kingdom for which we so often pray.ò  

[ŜƊ ǘƻ wƛƎƘǘτWΦwΦ wƻǿŜΣ wƻȅ !Φ .ǳǊƪƘŀǊǘ Σ 
CǊŜŘ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ WƻǎŜǇƘ CƻȄΦ 
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Presidents of the International Council of Community Churches 
 
 

1950-52 J. Ruskin Howe (First Community Church, Joplin, MO) 
 1952-53  Hale B. Thompson (St. Paul Community Church, New York, NY) 

1953-54           G. Taylor Wright (Community Church of Sherman, NY) 
1954-55 Edward H. Gebert (Longview Community Church, WA) 
1955-56 Maurice A. Dawkins (Peoples Independent Church of Christ, CA) 
1957-58 Robert Hayden (Metropolitan Community Church, AL) 
1958-59 Ralph W. Jordan (First Community Church, Columbus, OH) 
1959-60 Marion C. Bascom, Sr. (Douglas Memorial Church, Baltimore, MD) 
1960-62 Louis H. Wedemeyer (Scottwood Community Church, Columbus, OH) 
1962-64 E. Weldon Keckley (Bethany Union Church, Chicago, IL) 
1965-66 Carlyle F. Stewart (Peoples Community Church, Detroit, MI) 
1966-67 Joseph R. Hutcherson (Church in Aurora, OH) 
1967-69 Nelson C. Pierce, Sr. (Palisades Community Church, Washington, D.C.) 
1969-72 Darneau V. Stewart (Peoples Community Church, Detroit, MI) 

 1972-74 Ralph E. Marsden (Greendale Peopleôs Church, MA) 
 1974-76 James R. Hite (Douglas Memorial Community Church, MD) 

1976-78 Donald E. Johnson (Jensen Beach Community Church, FL) 
 1978-80 Harold G. Fuess (Park Ridge Community Church, IL) 
 1980  R. Colby Thomas (Church of All Faiths, Oakland, CA) 
 1980  Barbara Holt (Church in Aurora, OH) 
 1981  J. Ralph Shotwell (Flossmoor Community Church, IL) 
 1981-83 Marion F. Henley (Commonwealth Community Church, Chicago, IL) 
 1983-85 C. Jim Marsh (Longboat Island Chapel, FL) 
 1985-87 Claude E. Wilson (Havenscourt Community Church, Oakland, CA) 
 1987-89 Robert M. Puckett (Norris Religious Fellowship, TN) 
 1989-91 Paul F. Scott (Douglas Memorial Community Church, MD) 
 1991-93 Larry A. McClellan (St. Paul Community Church, Homewood, IL) 
 1993-95 Orsey P. Malone (Neighborhood Community Church, Los Angeles, CA) 
 1995-97 J. Ronald Miller (Wilson Memorial Community Church, Watchung, NJ) 
 1997-99 Gregory D. Smith (Christian Community Church, Toledo, OH) 
 1999-01 Judson A. Souers (The Church at Litchfield Park, Litchfield Park, AZ) 
 2001-03 Abraham Wright (Park Road Community Church, Washington, DC) 
 2003-05 Grace OôNeal (Peopleôs Community Church, Detroit, MI) 
 2005-07 Herbert F. Freitag (Chapel-By-The-Sea, Clearwater Beach, FL) 
 2007-09 Leroy McCreary (Peopleôs Community Church, Berea, OH) 
 2009-11 Saundra Nelson (Zion Temple Community Church, CA) 
 2011-12 Paul Drake (Community Church of Little Neck, NY) 
 2012-14 Bruce Merton (Peace Community Church, FL) 
 2014-16 Richard O. Griffith (MI) 
 2016-18 William H. Samuels (Commonwealth Community Church, IL) 
 2018-21 Harry F. Foockle (Antioch Community Church, MO) 
 2021-24 Abraham Wright (Park Road Community Church, Washington, DC) 
 2024-25 Robert Fread, (Clergy in Special Standing) 
 2025                Abraham Wright (Park Road Community Church, Washington, DC) 

 

A Brief 

HISTORIAL REVIEW 
of the 

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF COMMUNITY CHURCHES 
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Annual Conferences of the I.C.C.C. 
 

1950   Merging Convention, Lake Forest and Chicago, IL 
1951 ñOne Faith, One Fellowship, One God and Father of Us All,ò Longview, CA 
1952 ñCommunity Churches in Action,ò East Lansing, MI 
1953 ñThe Community Church at Work,ò East Lansing, MI 
1954 ñA Sign for These Times,ò New York, NY 
1955 ñCommunity Churches and Their Ministry to the Wider Community,ò Los Angeles, CA 
1956 ñWhat Is a Community Church?ò Oberlin, OH 
1957 ñThe Nature of the Unity We Seek,ò East Northfield, MA 
1958 ñWhat Is a Community Church?ò East Lansing, MI 
1959 ñA Religion of Open Faith,ò Massanetta Springs, VA 
1960 ñThe Faith and Ethics of the Christian Community,ò Lake Forest, IL 
1961 ñThe Relevance of the Church in the Next Decade,ò Gunnison, CO 
1962    ñToward a Reborn Church,ò Westerville, OH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1963 ñEcumenicity Is of God,ò Charleston, IL 
1964 ñServing this Present Age Though Unity in Community,ò East Northfield, MA 
1965 ñOur Great Adventure,ò East Northfield, MA 
1966 ñToward Community with Freedom,ò Oberlin, OH 
1967 ñHow to Be Human Through Religion,ò Gunnison, CO 
1968 ñThe Church in a Grand and Awful Time,ò Indianapolis, IN 
1969 ñWhatôs New in Church and World,ò Daytona Beach, FL 
1970 ñLet Love Be Genuine,ò Santa Barbara, CA 
1971 ñPutting the World Together,ò South Bend, IN 
1972 ñGod, Is It I? Why Me? OK God!ò Tampa, FL 
1973 ñAffirming Our Fellowship,ò Oakland, CA 
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Annual Conferences of the I.C.C.C. 
 

1973 ñSeasons of the Spirit,ò Sacramento, CA 
1974 ñToward a New Quality of Life,ò Detroit, MI 
1975 ñCommunityðResponsibility,ò Arlington, VA 
1976 ñFocus on Freedom,ò Claremont, CA 
1977 ñWho We Are,ò Birmingham, AL 
1978 ñLooking In ï Reaching Out,ò Cherry Hill, NJ 
1979 ñLiving Our Nowness ï A Tapestry of Multi-Dimensional Living,ò Sarasota, FL 
1980 ñThe Family of God,ò San Antonio, TX 
1981 ñBlooming Where We Are Planted,ò San Jose, CA 
1982 ñStrengthening Our Stakes, Lengthening Our Cords,ò Memphis, TN 
1983 ñShalom,ò Norfolk, VA 
1984 ñUnity in Diversity,ò Chicago, IL 
1985 ñFor the Sake of Mission,ò Phoenix, AZ 
1986 ñThe Growing Edge,ò Atlanta, GA 
1987 ñFaith and Fellowship,ò Buffalo, NY 
1988 ñIncreasing Our Inclusiveness; Enlarging Our Circles,ò Fort Worth, TX 
1989 ñYou Make a Difference,ò New Orleans, LA 
1990 ñThe Power to Be Free ï The Struggle to Be Faithful,ò Bethesda, MD 
1991  ñGathered in Unity; Presented in Truth,ò Birmingham, AL 
1992 ñHow Shall They Preach; What Shall They Teach?ò Denver, CO 
1993 ñFaith to Faith,ò Lincolnwood, IL 
1994 ñCelebrating Churches and Centers; Renewing the Spirit,ò Marlboro, MA 
1995 ñEquipping the Saints for Ecumenical Ministry,ò Kansas City, MO 
1996 ñThe Joy of Faith,ò Long Beach, CA 
1997 ñFalling Walls ï Rising Hopes (Ephesians 2:14),ò Columbus, OH 
1998 ñLiving Water (John 4:10),ò Clearwater Beach, FL 
1999 ñThey Will Know We Are Christians,ò Toronto, Canada 
2000 ñWeôve a Story To Tell The Nations,ò Oak Brook, IL 
2001 ñUnity In The Joy of The Spirit,ò Albuquerque, NM 
2002 ñChristian Faith and Action In An Interfaith World,ò Pittsburgh, PA 
2003 ñHospitality in the Household of God,ò Cleveland, OH 
2005  ñFun in the Son; Re-Creating in Christ,ò  Orlando, FL 
2006   ñBringing Back The Music,ò New Orleans, LA 
2007 ñWhom Shall I Send?  Send Me!ò Nashville, TN 
2008 ñWith Christ at the Crossroads,ò Los Angeles, CA 
2009  ñChrist, Color and Context: Reconciliation in the Body of Christ,ò St. Louis, MO 
2010 ñEmbracing Our Heritage: Freedom, CommUNITY, Love,ò Indianapolis, IN 
2011 ñALL INclusive,ò  Las Vegas, NV 
2012 ñSpice Up Your Life! ò Charlotte, NC 
2013  ñ A time of reflectionéreflect the Light!ò  Grand Rapids, MI 
2014 ñGod is doing a new thingéò  Omaha, NE 
2015 ñCome to the Water,ò  Dublin, OH 
2016 ñReunion 2016: Coming Together in Jesusò Louisville, KY 
2017 ñLiving Faith in a World of Changeò  Cherry Hill, NJ 
2018 ñGateway to Gloryò St. Louis, MO 
2019 ñA Gathering of Godôs WHOSOEVER Peopleò Jacksonville, FL 
2020 ñA Purpose and A Promiseò 2-day Virtual Gathering 
2021 ñSend Usò Dublin, OH 
2022 ñGod Heal Usò Dublin, OH 
2023    ñWe Are Familyò  Charlotte, NC 
2024 ñPriorities in Christian Livingò  Kansas City, MO 

 

2025   
75 Years of the ICCC 

ñRemembering the Past, Dreaming a Future.ò Lake Forest and Chicago, IL 
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