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INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FORMED

SECRETARY’S REPORT OF MERGER

JOSEPH S. FOX, SECRETARY, INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL

Approximately 400 delegates from about 225 churches,
both white and colored, shared a most extraordinary ex-
perience on the very beautiful campus of Lake Forest Col-
lege, a non-segregated, co-educational institution of learn-
ing with a century background.

DR. JOSEPH M. EVANS
AND DR. ROY A. BURKRART

At the afternoon session of Thursday, August 17, 1950,
the following motion was unanimously passed at a crowded
and deeply moving session of the delegates:-

““The deiegates of the Biennial Council of Community
Churches, and the delegates of the National Council of Com=~
munity Churches, hereby accept the Constitution of the In-
ternational Council of Community Churches as submitted,
and here and now join themselves as, the International Council
of Community Churches: this Constitution to go into effect
immediately.’”’

Chairman Dr. Joseph M. Evans then declared that the
International Council of Community Churches was now in
session.

Thus were consummated plans for merging the two in-
dependent church councils which have been under way since
May 1946.

The fact of the merger was not extraordinary; it had
been planned for and anticipated for a long time: it was
inevitable that it should happen at some time or other. That
which was extraordinary about it is the spirit that prevailed.
From the first moment the capacity of the convention was
overtaxed by the unexpectedly large attendance; pre-re-
gistrations only indicated about 200 delegates. Little by
little the atmosphere changed - not only climatically: Wednes~
day was sweltering to those not used to Chicago, Thursday
witnessed a torrential downpour, with awesome thunder
and flashing lightening coming almost simultaneously, Fri~
day was so cool that those who had brought overcoats were
now conspicuous for their wisdom - no, the atmosphere
also changed spiritually in 2 most extraordinary manner.
From the very first session delegates from the Negro church-
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es worshipped so warmly, melodiously and enthusiastically
that their warmth and fervor spread to the white delegates.
Staid, cultured, dignified and sober white delegates began
to smile, sing, expand and blossom. Warmth and friendli-
ness were contagious; white folk found it was delightful to be
loving. Colored folk, too, felt the contagion of efficiency
and order: garrulous, disputatious, arguing would never do;
this was a great moment, it should be faced seriously and
honestly; emotion must not be permitted to sway reason. So
the divine currents of love and goodwill flashed back and
forth until prejudices melted and distinctions were swept
away in waves of unselfish desires to be a true child of God.

As human beings purged themselves of selfishness and
prejudice God was able to open the flood gates of His bless~
ing. Each speaker and singer unmistakeably showed it in
service rendered; handshaking, laughter and tears, con-
fessions and prayers became commonplace. It was a rare
delegate who was impervious to a taste of this Pentecost.
Those who had complacently and somewhat patronizingly
advocated this merger as being the proper and Christian
thing to do, suddenly became aware that God’s heart had
been pleased and that it was far more than proper and right,
it was a long delayed action which it would have been a
grievious sin to longer postpone. The action pleased God,
so He poured out His blessings to all who would receive
them.

Compared with all other Conventions of the National
Council this one stands out for many reasons. There were
no dull, tiresome speakers; folk did not leave the sessions
because they were bored. Morning Watch pbegan at 7:15
a.m.; many activities lasted until midnight or after. Those
who led in that very early service were:- Dr. Mary G. Evans
of Chicago; Rev. Kenneth B. Wyatt of Marshfield Hills,
Massachusetts; and Rev. Geraldine O’Connor of Los Angeles,
California. Dr. Daniel H. Stanton of Atlanta, Georgia, gave
three powerful addresses of The Bible. He kept his hearers
entranced by his wisdom and hilarious with his wit; grave
and gay, thoughtful and entertaining all at the same moment.
Engrossingly interesting addresses were given by Dr. James
H. Robinson of New York, Dr. Raymond Dudley of Boston,
Dr., C. W. Ranson of New York, Dr. Robert Hartman of
Columbus and the Rev. Richard I. Porter of Oak Ridge, Ten~-
nessee. Those who planned the program are to be con-
gratulated on their wisdom in the choice of speakers.

The discussion groups on Thursday and Friday after-
noon, when delegates split up into departments - Children’s
Work, Youth, Women, Men, and a forum for Ministers only -
were well attended and proved of very great value. Eight
different ministers presided at the sessions and the Rev.
Dorothy Sutton Branch and Rev. Tom Maurer conducted
evening worship periods.

Among the many spectacular and most deeply stirring
events must be placed the faultlessly arranged and execut-
ed Communion Service conducted by young people alone on
Friday evening at the near-by Presbyterian Church of Lake
Forest, the moment when Dr. Evans and Dr. Burkhart stood
with hands clasped when the epoch-making motion was pass-
ed unanimously merging their two bodies into one new or-
ganization, the memorial service led by Carl Burkhardt

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE )




AT LARKE FOREST CONVENTION

and Paul Turner, and the dedication of the new Executive
Committee of the International Council, its Youth officers,
and its Women’s organization.

Nor can it ever be forgotten that this was in a most
unusual sense a Convention of music, and such music as only
those with the musical heritage of the Negro race can bring.
It would be impossible to overestimate the spiritual value
of their services. The Metropolitan Choir from Dr. Evans’
Church in Chicago, drove out Wednesday and Thursday
evenings and then drove back again after having given in
each instance a magnificent concert. Paul Turner con-
tributed his fine services on Wednesday, which were very
greatly appreciated; while Rosa Page Welch carried on ses-
sion by session, including the discussion groups and the
never-to-be-forgotten ‘““Were You There?’’ at the Youth
Communion Service.

As the delegates began to separate, with many warm

hugs and lingering handshakes, with many eyes streaming »

and promises to keep in touch with new friends made, it
was the clear conception of all that beautiful as had been
this experience, owned of God as it unmistakeably was,
there were ahead many problems that would call for a con-
tinued spirit of love, goodwill, forbearance, tact, coupled
with Divine wisdom; but with all came the belief, this is
God’s will, He will see it through to success. This is historic,
this is only the beginning; this is a new and living and vital
part of His Kindgom for which we so often pray.

2XECUTIVE COXXNITTEE OF THE NEW INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL

President:
Vice Presidents:

J. R. Howe, Joplin, Missouri
Oscar L. Rand, Washington, D.C.
Fred Johnson, Columbus, O.
Alfred Ruesch, Great Neck, N.Y.
Joseph S. Fox, San Diego, Cal.
Ralph Jordan, Columbus, Ohio

Secretary:
Treasurer:

Placement for Ministers and Churches:
Roy A. Burkhart, Columbus, O.
Joseph M. Evans, Chicago, Ill.

LAST EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE BIENNIAL COUXCIL,

Finance Chairman: R. Carl Stoll

AREA LEBADERS

New England Kenneth Bath
Mountain Kelly Boyce
West Central Carl Burkhardt
Southern Richard Porter

C. J. L. Rumph
East Central

William A. Bertha

North Pacific E. H. Gebert
South Pacific W. R, Hall

H. Mansfield Collins
Middle Atlantic Milton Crist

Ernest Craig
Hale B. Thompson
G. Taylor Wright

North Atlantic
Western New York

NENBERS-AT~LARGE

Marion Bascom
Horace Cushing
J. M. Crutcher
Eule Mohle
George A. Scott
Herbert F. Evans

George C. Violenes
D. M. Byrd

J. Wesley Jones
Sadie Dorsey
Mary G. Evans

C. C. Hung

DEPARTNENTAL DIRECTORS

Children’s Work Dorothy Sutton Branch

Youth Work Nathan Wilson, President
Advisors: Rudy Thomas
Fred Doty

Women’s Christian Fellowship Belle Riley, President

Men’s Work George Kramer
Missions Edward H. Hayes
Ex-Officio: Jesse G, Smith, Office Manager

PICTURE WAS TAXEN JUST BEFORE DISSOLUTION OF THE BOARD




WOMEN

:

BY 'LOUISE PORTER
RECORDING SECKETARY, WONEN'S »J')L.LOWSHIP

Those of us who were present at Lake Forest College
when The Women’s Christian Fellowship of The International
Council of Community Churches came into being on August
17-18 felt very humble, and deeply stirred that we should
have the privilege of being present on such a momentous
and historical occasion.

The spirit of Christian love and understanding was so
evident that Lake Forest was truly a mountain-top experience
for all of us. I am sure that even as the disciples who wit~
nessed Christ’s transfiguration on the mountain we, too,
wished we might prolong such a heart-searching experience
together; realizing, however, that like them, we, too, must
return to face the problems and challenge of our day.

Much credit for the fine organization which evolved
must be given to Mrs. Gladys Blackman who acted as chair-
man of our meetings in the absence of Mrs. Ralph Jordan,
Director of Women’s Work for the National Council of Com-
munity Churches, who guided us so ably as we sought to
create a simple but workable organization.

We wish that all of you might have had the privilege
of growing to know our new president, Mrs. Belle Riley, who
was the former President of The Women’s Christian Serv-
ice League of the Biennial Council of Community Churches.
Her Christ-like spirit and understanding were appreciated
by all present at our meetings. Her address is 901 East
49th Street, Los Angeles, 11, California. She is ready and
willing for any suggestions or questions.

Mrs. John Story, Chairman, and her committee of four
women representing both the National and Biennial Council
presented the following slate of officers and it was un-
animously accepted.

President Mrs. Belle Riley
Vice-President Mrs. Helen Jordan Columbus, Ohio
Vice-President Mrs. Oscar L. Rand  Washington, D.C.
Recording Secy. Mrs. Richard Porter Tennessee
Corresponding

Secy. Mrs. Earl Ross
Corresponding

Secy. Mrs. Daniel Maiten Missouri
Financial Secy. Mrs. M. J. Osborne Columbus, Ohio
Treasurer Mrs. Grace D. Wells Illinois
Treasurer Mrs. W. R. Hall California

California

Gahanna, Ohio

UNITE IN CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

Women come together at one of the first
meetings of the newly-formed Christian
Fellowship.

Becky Story writes, ‘I felt it a great privilege to act
as Chairman of the Nominating Committee, and to have even
a small part in that wonderful history-making movement.
It was the most thrilling, inspirational conference I have
ever attended, and I shall never forget the wonderful ex-
perience. Certainly it has made a mark on the lives of all
those who attended.

I will be glad to be of any service I can in helping this
new organization to grow, and I feel that it has tremendous
possibilities with that fine group of ladies filling the offices
and guiding it through its first years.”’

Our project for the coming year will again be ‘“AL-
LAHABAD PROJECT’’. A full report of the previous suc~
cess of this united effort will be given in a later issue of
THE (CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY, along with the completed
minutes of this meeting of The Women’s Christian Fellow-
ship’’.

The following are the By-Laws of The Women’s Christian
Fellowship of the International Council of Community Churches
which was formally brought into being at our convention at
Lake Forest.

ARTICLE I

We recommend that we accept the name of ‘“Women’s
Christian Fellowship of the International Council of Com=
munity Churches.’’

ARTICLE II
The officers of this organization shall be:

President
Two Vice-Presidents
One Recording Secretary
Two Corresponding Secretaries
One Financial Secretary
Two Treasurers.

ARTICLE III (Amended)

This group shall have its meetings and election of of-
ficers in connection with the regular meeting of the In-
ternational Council of Community Churches. The tenure of
any office not to exceed two terms.

ARTICLE IV
President and two Vice-Presidents to be authorized to

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 12)




THE CONVENTION SCHEDULE

WEDNESDAY, August 16, 1950

10:00 - 1:00 - Registration
Afternoon - Presiding: Rev. Jesse Smith
1:30 - Song Service -
1:45 - Service of Worship - Dr. J. R. Howe, leading
2:15 ~ ¢“These Days Ahead’’ - Dr. Joseph Evans
- Dr, Roy A, Burkhart
- Charles Howe, Youth Pres,
2:45 - Report from Area Leaders

AREA WINISTERS OF
NATIONAL COUNCIL

Rev. Kenneth Bath
Rev. Jesse Smith

Mr, Kelly Boyce

Rev, Eric Braund
Rev. Richard Porter
Rev. Robert Copeland
Rev. Horace Cushing
Rev. Carl Burkhardt

Rev. E. H. Gebert
WOMEN'S AREA LEADERS
Mrs., E, Braund

AREA KINISTERS OF
BIENNIAL COUNCIL

Rev, O. L. Rand

Rev, Wm, A, Bertha, Sr.
Rev, Jas, N, Cruther
Rev, H, M, Collins

Rev. Ida M, Stamp

AREA YOUTH LEADERS
Harry Shirley

Kenneth Williams
Norma Lee Goff
Howard Fitzhugh

Mary De Villers Mrs, E, Alexander

Byron Haley Mrs. L, Flanders Mrs. R, Porter
Nathan Wilson Mrs, W. R, Hall Mrs. Belle Riley
Vince Maggio Mrs. Wm, P, Bailey Mrs. M, Crowe
Adnee Hall Mrs. Robt. Kressoin Mrs. Ed. Dickinson

Mrs, Gladys Blackman Mrs. John Story
Mrs, Ethel Martin Mrs. D, Wickstrom
Mrs. Kelly Boyce Mrs. O.L. Willits
Mrs, Charles Mohle Mrs, C. Burkhardt

4:30 - Organization of the Convention - Dr, Roy Burkhart

Evening - Presiding: Dr, Joseph Evans
7:30 - Song Service -
7:45 - Devotional Service - Rev. Dorothy Sutton
8:00 - Address - ‘“The Call of God to Us Now”’
Dr. James H., Robinson

THURSDAY August 17, 1950

Morning - Presiding: Rev, Delbert Wickstrom
7:45 - Morning Watch - Dr. Mary G. Evans, leading
8:30 - Breakfast
9:30 - Morning Sing -
9:45 - Bible Talk - Dr, Dan Stanton
10:15 - Business - Consideration and adoption of new con-
stitution for the merged bodies.
11:30 - Lecture - ‘“Partners in Building the World Church’’
Dr. Raymond Dudley

Afternoon - Presiding: Rev. John Story
1:45 - Song Service -
2:00 - Discussion Groups

Children’s Work - Mrs. J. R. Howe Mrs. M, L. Simpson

Youth Work Rev. Fred Doty Mrs. G. Johnson
Women’s Work Mrs, R, Jordan Mrs, M. ], Hatfield
Men’s Work Dr. A, Ruesch Dr, Hale B. Thompson

Meeting of Ministers - Dr., Roy Burkhart

4:00 - Address - ¢“The Challenge of the Church’’
Dr, J. W. Decker

4:40 - Explanation of Missionary Projects -Rev, W, R, Hall

Evening - Presiding: Rev, Kenneth Bath
7:30 - Song Service -
8:00 - Worship Service -~ Rev, Thomas Maurer

Anthem by Choir of Metropolitan Community Center
8:45 ~ ‘“The Unique Role of the Church in the World to Come’’

Dr. Robert Hartman

FRIDAY, August I8, 1950

Morning - Presiding: Rev, E, F, Ridley
7:45 - Morning Watch - Rev, Frederick Rapp
8:30 - Breakfast
9:30 - Morning Sing -
9:45 - Bible Talk - Dr., Dan Stanton
10:15 - Business - Consideration of area organization,
selection of an office manager, financial report
and consideration of a biennium budget.
11:30 - Lecture - ‘“The Free National Church’’
Dr, Mark Dawber

Afternoon - Presiding: Rev, Milton Crist

1:45 - Song Service -

2:00 - Discussion Groups (continued)

4:00 - Business - Report of Nominating Committee and fin-
al adoption of biennium program and budget,

Evening - Presiding: Charles Howe »

THIS WILL BE A GREAT COMMUNION SERVICE BY THE YOUTH
COUNCIL

SATURDAY, August 19, 1950
Morning - Presiding: Rev, Kenneth Holmes
7:45 - Morning Watch - Rev, H, Manfield Collins
8:30 - Breakfast
9:30 - Morning Sing -
9:45 - Bible Talk - Dr, Dan Stanton
10:15 - Business - Pledging the budget, promotion of the
- CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY and other matters.
11:30 - Lecture - “The Free Local Church”’
. Rev, Richard Porter
Saturday afternoon and evening will be free for sight
seeing and other activities to be selected by the
delegates,

SUNDAY, August 20, 1950

9:00 - Meeting of the organizing committee for the new

association,

10:30 - Church Service - To be held at The People’s Church
of Christ, 4100 South Parkway, Chicago, Illinois.
Dr. Joseph Evans, leading the Service
Rev, Joseph Fox - Preaching
Music by the Senior Choir, The People’s Church of
Christ.
Dr, J. Wesley Jones, Director, will smg.

Lunch will be served at The Metropolitan Community
Center for those who desire it.

Afternoon - Presiding: Mr. Fred Johnson
2:00 - A Great Laymen’s Meeting
Speakers: For the Women - Mrs. Jordan-Mrs, Riley
For the Men - Dr. Ruesch-Dr. R. Giles

- Evening - Closing Session - To be held in the Uni-
versity Chapel of the University of Chicago.
- Music by the combined choirs of the Met~
ropolitan and Cosmopolitan Community.
Centers,
Worship Service - “Seeking the Will of Qur Father”’
Rev, Eric T. Braund
«I Dedicate the Fellowship of the Biennial Council”’
Dr. Evans
‘I Dedicate the Fellowship of the National Council”’
Dr. Carl Stoll
NOTE: Dr. Stoll and Dr. Evans will then give (as it were)
the rich heritage and vision of these two councils
to Dr, Roy A, Burkhart, who will present them in a
mighty union to the new president.,

- Response - By the new president,
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Annual Conferences of t he |

1950Merging CoamakwenFomest and Chicago, | L
19580ne Faith, One Fell owshi @Lomnwi e&&wo,d GAMd F
1958Community Chudkasets L an sAictg,onMI
1958The Community oEhstchaasi Wgr k Ml
1958A Sign f oroNelwe sYrer Ki, méNs,
195BCommunity Churches and TheidlL oMi nAinsgterlye st,o
1956What |Is a Conm@brirt y nChWmMHc h?
195AThe Nature of 0OEhset UNbDtryhWe efSele k MA
1958What | s a ConmBamsitt ya@Qlsumagh ? MI
1958A Religion oMasOpemrtEai Springs, VA
19608The Faith and Ethicsolbdke heorCeast stlilan Co
196@8The Relevance of t heoQuhnunricshon,n Ghe Next
196 8AToward a ReMersn eClvuddte, OH

The Annval . . .

Council of Community Churches
Otterbein College
WESTERVILLE, OHIO
COST: $45.00 for All Expenses See Registration Form for Particulars
Limit — 400 Delegotes

196 8BEcumenici o¢hasl et &God, | L
196A4Serving this Present AdakEeasTth oNuogrht hUniietlyd ,i nl
196B0ur Gr eatoBadsvte nNaurrteh f i el d, MA
196 6Toward Communi ©@bevi ltihn Fr@eddom,
196 AHow to Be HumanoGummiugdn ReCOgi on,
1968The Church in a GraddamaapdolAwsul | Ri me,
196 8Wh &t New i n ChwbDalytamé Weralcd,, FL
19768.et Love @&SeanGean uBanreb,ar a, CA
1978 utting theoSwoutld Begdt hEN,
1978God, Is It |1 ?20MWhmpale ?FLOK God!
1978Affirmi ng OWlCakHealnldowshA p,

M n
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Annual Conferences of t he |

7B8Seasons oofSatchea mgmit roi, t CA

7AToward a NewoQealroty, oMILITfe,

7BCo mmuinRetsyp o n8Arbliilngtygn, VA

76Focus onolrereedmamt , CA

7iWho WeBArenj ngham, AL
78Lo00kiimRge alcrh i a@h eQurty, Hi | | NJ

78LI vi ng OUuUA Napess$ Dy meihsMolwBihr asotag, FL
8T he FamidyamfAnmGoadni o, TX

8Bl oomi ng Wher eoSWen Aroes eR | aChAt e d,

8BSt rengthening Our St atkVeesnp hiesngtTiNeni ng Ou
8BShalodlmy fol k, VA

gAUNniIi ty i mChivag®ity,.L

8BFor t he Sa&RhodniMi ,ssAZn,

86T he Gr owoAtgl e&Edtgee,, GA

8AWFai t h andobBuwefl fl olwes,hiNY,

8B ncreasing Our I nclusiofomrdas sNorEml, arMfKi ng
8A8You Make aNRiwf fOe 1l erames,, LA

98T he PoweriTlhhe Bet Fugegl eBebobhBedbkai MBf ul ,
9fGat hered in Uni toB;i rRArmi enggehmtme d AiLn Tr ut h,
98How Shall They PreacdDewheart, SG@Gl | They T
9AFai t h oli MfFadltrhwood, | L

9ACel ebrating Churches anaMaOQelnbtoerros,; M¥Pe ne wi
9BEqui pping the Sai ntoKafnsraskE o Cumeni dOl Mi ni
96T he Joyolodn aBaahch, CA

9dFal | i nigRiWailnlgs Ho p s 1(4Bopl wensbi uasn,s OH

9B8LIi ving W4t @) edaowat er Beach, FL

9@They Wi ll KnowoWer AneoChcCastadans,

OAWe&v e a Story ToOB&! IBroloé&k ,Ndtli ons,

OBUnity I n The 0AbhPpuglieThaesSpNMi t,
OBChristian Faith and APttobesbungAn PAterf a
OBHospitality in aGleevHeoluasred,ol@H of God,
OFun i n t-Gree &toinn g Banl alhhdroi,s tF L

O6Bri ngi ng BaodNke wT HOg | Mwasisg, LA

OMWhom Shall | oMNersh¥i | $end THHe !

OBWi th Christ @atoshAngebesrof€As,

OBChrist, Color and Context:0oXRRecolnocuiilsi,atM®
l18Embracing Our Heritage: olFrcieadmam o lCiosnmUINN
16ALL | NoLasi Vegas, NV

18Spice UpoQbarl ai fe! NC

18A ti me o0fr erfelfdcetotGrmemd i Rapi'lds, MI

14God i s doi BgOmahaw NEi ng

16Come t o oDweblIWarn,erQH

16Reunion 2016: ComiLmogi Sovgeltlheeer KiYn Jesus
l1dLi ving Faith imClaeWoy | idi lolf, CRaAnge

l18Gat eway o06b. GLouys, MO

18A Gat her &n gVHOIS OGNV ENR aReekospolnevi | | e, FL

20A Purpose ardap Promuak Gathering
2fiSendDuU®!l in, OH

28God He&®dubUsn, OH

28We AreokEamirl ptte, NC

28Pri orities imK&&mgsastCiatny ,Li MO ng
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75 Years of the |1 CCC
ARemembering the Pastak®d®rEamésty andFuChireag
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